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em capable of 
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ging, it is well 6 


anſwer its intended purpoſes.” 


26 5 As © the Jubye 


— 


c ing generation, 
1 bick fo pinoy prevat is, ought, . 
urely, to awaken our ſerious concern for it; 
berſuade myſe 
tempt will be welcome to all who are duly ime 
That concern; for, ſo ; 


-eſent_ at- 


4 rheir 75 2 ö 10 2 entertain: 


men. and mf | pre 
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ar as 1 


in the 


. Theſe Sermons is no 
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ae of — der t hat be 
ſhould gather the lambs”: 


A repreſentation abundantly an wered: - 


E 508 | 6 A A 
: | %% ũ * 
by the tender care which our Red 
ed for the weakeſt of his diſciples; - 
fully illuſtrated by the endearin  condeſcentio 
nbraced and bleſſed Httle infants 
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Nor is it FIR to the Abo compo to . 5 
ſerve, that when he recommends to Peter the 
care of his flock, as the moſt important and 

acceptable evidence of his ſincere affection to 


his perſon, he varies the phraſe; in one place, 


_ ſaying, feed my ſheep, and in the other, feed my 
" Jambs. Perhaps it might be intended in part to 


intimate, that the care of a goſpel-miniſter, 5 


who would in the moſt agreeable manner ap- 


prove his love to his maſter, ſhould. extend it- 
{elf to the riſing generation, as well as to thoſe of 


à maturer age, and more conſiderable ſtanding 


We 4 in the church. It is in obedience to his autho- 


Tity, and from a regard to his intereſt; that 1 


am now entering on the work of catechiſing, 
F which | Mall introduce with ſome practical diſ- 
+ courſes, on the education of ehilarin, the lubject 

= Which 1 1s now before „ 


I rrRSVADE myſelf, that you, my friends, 5 


VWoeill not be diſpleaſed to hear, that I intend to 
bandle it at large, and to make it the employ⸗ 
ment of more than a ſingle Sabbath. A little 

reflection may convince you, that I could: hardly. 
offer any thing to your conſideration of greater 
importance; and that, humanly ſpeaking, there 
js nothing in which the comfort of families, the | 


Yroſperity of nations, the falvation of ſouls, the 


155 intereſt of a Redeemer, and the glory of Gop, | 


3 * more apparently and intimately. concerned. 


I very : readily allow, that no human endea- . 


N Yours, emer o miniſters or Patentes can ever 
FE * 
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1 fetal to 1 one | Gut: to the bing We 
knowledge of Gop in Car1sr, without the co- . | 
operating and transforming influences of the 
| Bleſſed. Spirit: Yet you well know, and 1 hope | 
vou ſeriouſly conſider, that this does not in the 
| leaſt weaken our obligation to the moſt diligent 
uſe of proper means. The great Gop hath Rated 
rules of operation in the world of grace, as well - 
as of nature z and though he is not limited 0 
them, it is arrogant, and may be deſtructive, to 
expect that he ſhould. deviate from them 1 in- fas. 
vour of us or ours. 

We live not by bread * but by every wo. 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of GOD. and 
were he determined to continue your lives, or 
the lives of your children, he could no doubt 
feed or ſapport you by miracle : Yet yon think 
_ *yourlelves obliged to a prudent care for your 4 
daily bread, and juſtly conclude that were you _ 
to neglect to adminiſter it to your infant off- 
ſpring, you would be chargeable with their mur- 
—_— der before Gop and man; nor could you think 
of pleading it as any excuſe, that you. referred 

them to a miraculous, divine care, whilſt you 
left them deſtitute of any human ſupplies. Such © 
a plea would only add impiety to prey wml} 
greatly aggravate the erime it attempted to — 4 4 
ate. As abſurd would it be for us, to flatter - 
_ ourſelves with: a hope that our children ſhould. 
de taught of Gop, and regenerated and ſancti- 


BY 56 the influences of his en if ee 
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i 5 cat prudent and religions care in their OI 5 
- on, which it is my buſineſs this day to defcribe 
and recommend, and which Solomon urges in 


our tranflation, as it commonly is; but here, as 
in many other places, ſomething, of the original, 
. energy and beauty is loſt. 


the words of my text: Train up a child in the 

ay in which be ſhould 20; 5 5 e. be 15 old, 

be will not depart - from ik : 
I nzexp not offer you many critical ewt on -| 


My plain and intelligible' a paſſage. Tou will 
__ eaſily obſerve, that it conſiſts of an important 
advice, addreſſed to the parents and'goverr rs 
of children. Train up a child in the way be 


ſhould. go ; and alſo. of a weighty reaſon” by 
which it is inforced, and when be is old, be will _ 


wot depart from it. 


Tu general ſenſe is undoubtedly etage in 5 


Tas Hebrew word, which we render train up, 


SI does ſometimes Ggnify, i in the general, to initiate 

into ſome ſcience or diſcipline ; and very fre- 
\ quently, to apply any new thing to the uſe for 
Which it was intended. It is efpecially uſed of 
ſacred things, which were ſolemhly dedicated, 
or ſet apart to the ſervice of Gop : And perhaps #1 
it may here be Intended to intimate, that a due 


care is to be taken in the education of children, 


from a principle of religion, as well as of pru- 
dence and humanity ; and that our inſtructions 


0 e ne chem! to the ee of . > 


* 


IO. 0s ET OO. 


care. 
* * 


be adapted to fm them for his (views as well 
as to engage them to perſonal and ſocial virtue. 


IT is added, that a child ſhould de trained up 


in the way in which be ſhould: go; which feems . - 
to be more exactly rendered by others, at the 
entrance or from the beginning of his way, to 


expreſs the early care whieh ought to be taken 


| to prevent the prevalency of irregular habits, 2 


endeavouring, from the firſt dawning of reaſon, 
to direct it aright, and to infuſe into the tender 


nioſt happy conſequence from it: That if the 


| young traveller be thus directed to ſet out well 
in the journey of life, there is a fair proſpe& that 
he will go on to its moſt diſtant ſtages with in- 


creaſing honour and happineſs. —Train up a child 
in the way he ſhould go; and when be i is ol 2 be 
will not depart from it. © 

' I sHaLL endeavour to illuſtrate ant; daes 


this i important advice in the following method, 
. which appears to me the moſt antun. and bor FR 
that reaſon the moſt eligible. © |» 2 
I. I SRHALL more particularly andy out. the » 3 


* in which children are to be trained uß. 
II. Orrx ſome plain and ſerious conſidera- 
tions to Wen you to i Fane and — 
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unpractiſed mind, the important maxim of wif 
dom and goodneſs. 1 0 
To encourage us to this care, he Wiſe Man 2 
nſſures us, that we may reaſonably expect the 
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1 And . Fj 


| 5 e application, ſuited to your different 
characters, relations, and circumſtances of life. 


well as important ſubject, which is now before 
me; I have therefore thought myſelf obliged 
more attentively to weigh what has occurred to 
my own meditations, more diligently to conſult 
ſttce ſentiments of others, and above all, more 
- earneſtly to ſeek thoſe · divine influences, withour 


1 but in dependance on which, I chearfully attempt 
dne of the moſt difficult, The rofl of the 
whole I humbly offer to your candid examina- 


____ authoritative manner, and leaff of all on ſuch an 

_ occaſion as this; but rather ſpeaking as to wiſe 
men, who are themſelves to judge what 1 ſay.— 
IE, 1.2 og divine aſſiſtance and bleſſing attend us . 


| nor very literal, is agreeable to the ſenſe of the 
original, 7. be wey in which the child ſhould 20. x 
And undoubtedly this is no other, than the good 
1 old e ; — * of ſerious e 20 $A 


III. "Drier to 82 manner in which. 1 * 5 
tempt is to be made, and the ads fr ef which | 
are to be uſed in order to ren „ COPEL. : 


IV. I wins. ele e hy SIS 71 a ore" 


I am very ſenſible, thut it is a very delicate a 


| 
Y 
( 
5 


which I know, I am unequal to the eaſieſt taſk; 


tion; not pretending at any time to dictate in an 


Firſt, I am to diſeribe the way in which chil- 


Our tranſlation, as I have cold. you, thoa h I 
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The way whick Gia. ka in his a 1 
out for us; the way which all the children of 
God have trodden in every ſucceeding age; the 
way, the only way, in which we e's our's eu 


0 


find reſt to our fouls. 

Bur it is not proper to leave the. matter ibu 
generally explained. I would therefore more 
particularly obſerve that it is the way of pietyß 
towards Gop—and of faith in our Lord JEsuvs 
Chriſt ;—the way of obedience to parents, and 


and of benevolence to all—the way of diligence, 


and of integrity ; the. way of humility, and of 
. ſelf-denial. I am perſuaded, that each of theſe _ 
particulars will deſerve. your ſerious attention 
and regard. 

1 0 nx pada ſhould undoubtedly be ssd 


vp, in the way of piety and devotion towards Gop. 


Tunis, as you well know, is the ſam and the 
- foundation of every thing truly good. The fear 
of the” LORD is the beginning of wiſdom. Fhe 
Pam therefore invites children to him, with _ 
the promiſe of inſtructing them in it; Come, 6 
children, bear ken unto me, and 1 will. teach vo 


tbe fear of the LORD. And it is certain, ſome 
right notions of the ſupreme Being muſt be im- 


| planted in the minds of children, before there 
can be a reaſonable foundation for teaching them 
thoſe doctrines which peculiarly relate to CHnisr 


under the character of the Mediator; for he wha _ 
: comes unto Gop (by him) muſt believe thar he 

is, and that he is the rewarder of them who dili- 
* elt him. 8 Tus | 


» . 


7 


Tat” 


Tut . of the Being of 800 204 1e 61 
| thoſe attributes of the diving nature ih which "we 
ncerned, depends on ſuch eaſy prin- W4/ 
 eiples, that 1 cannot but think, the weakeſt mind. i 
might enter into it. A child will eaſily ax 
hend, that as every houſe is built by ſome man, 19 
and there can be no work without an author; ; ſo 
be that built all things is GOD. And from this 
obvious idea of Gop, as the maker of all, we may 
— repreſent him as very great and very 
h ay be taught ar once to reve- 
Fence and love him. < 
Ix is of great impor ance, that children early 
imbibe an awe of Goh, and an humble venera- 
tion for his perfections and glories. He ought 
therefore to be repreſented to them as the great - 
Lonp or ALL; arid when we take occaſion 24 
Ws 5 mention to them other inviſible. age! 
oh * Angels or devils, we ſhould, as B 
|. mo judiciouſly obſerved, always repr 
as entirely under the government and controul | 
of Gop, that no ſentiments of admiration of good 
"Sins. or terror of the bad, may diſtract their 
tender minds, or infringe on thoſe regards 
Which are the incommunicable | prerogative of 
ts: GREAT SUPREME. _ : 
Turk ſhould be a peculiar caution, that 
when we teach theſe infant tongues to pronounce _ 
that great and terrible name, THE Loxp our. 
God, they may not learn to take it in vain; bur 5 
may vie it _ A Verpining folem nity, as re- 
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$ goodneſs to them; with what more than paten- 4 
tal tenderneſs, he watched round their cradle; 
with what compaſſion he heard their feeble cries, 
before their infant thoughts could form then-— 
| ſelves into prayer: We ſhould tell them that 
they live every moment on God; and that all 
affection for them, is no more than he puts „ 


3 a> we 3 1 are „ auf 2 we 
aſhes before bim. When I hear the little creatures 
ſpeaking of © the great Gov, the bleſſed Gov, _ 
the glorious God,” as 1 ſometimes do, it gives 
me a ſenſible pleaſure, and I conſider it as a pro-. 
bable proof of great wiſdom and piety, in thoſe be 


who have the charge of their education. 


Lex great care ſhould be taken not to 1 5 ; 
our diſcourſes to theſe awful views, leaſt the. 
dread of Gop ſhould fo fall upon them, as thay” £ 


his excellencies ſhould make them afraid to 


| proach, him, We ſhould deſcribe him, as not ;- + 
only the greateſt, but the beſt of being. we 
hopld teach them to know him by the moſt en- 
couraging name of the 2 the LORD GO 
merciful and gracious, lon 7715 uffering, and ahn-. 

| dant in goodneſs and truth, keep — 
| ſands, and forgiving iniquity, tran reffion and *_ ©: 
fin. We ſbould repreſent him as t ene if 
kind, indulgent parent, who loves his creatures 


and by all proper methods provides for their hap» 
pineſs. And we ſhould particularly 2 


into/ Our hearts; h and all our power er then 
e ya ee 2 
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a very litde while their ſpirits are to feturn to 
this God; that as he is pow always with them, 


and knows every thing they do, or ſpeak, or 
\ - - think, ſo he will bring every work into judg-- | 
ment, and make them for ever happy or mi ſera- ul 


ble, as they on the whole are found obedient or 


_ rebellious. And here the moſt lively and pathe- F 
tic deſcriptions, which the ſcriptures give us, of 


ben and of hell, ſhould be laid before them, 
and urged on their conſideration. 


When ſuch a foundation is laid, in the belief | 
"PR of che being and proyidence of Gob, and of a 


future ſtate both of rewards and puniſhments, 
children ſhould be inſtructed in the duty they 
owe to Gop, and ſhould be particularly taught 
to pray to him and to praiſe him. It would | be 
beſt of all, if from a deep ſenſe of his perfeQions, 
and their own neceſſities, they could be engaged 
to breath out their ſouls before him- in words of 
their own, were they ever ſo weak and broken. 
| Yet you will readily allow, that till this can be 


expected, it may be very proper to teach them | 


ſome form of prayer and thankſgiving, conſiſting 
of ſuch plain ſcriptures, or other familiar expreſ- 
ons, as may beſt ſuit their circumſtances and 


underſtandings. If the Lord's Prayer be taught 


them, as a form, I hope you will conſider how 
comprehenſive the expreſſions are; how faſt the 


ideas rife and vary; and conſequently how ne- 
ae it is, that it be ee and largely 


explained © 
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. 1 | 
eAined to thaw? left the repetition of it dege- - 
rate into a mere ceremony, as I fear it does 
among many, who are e moſt endes 
for i its uſe⸗ — 

Bur what I have faid, on this head; of: piety 
| and devotion, mult be confidered.in an intepara- 
ble connection with what J am to add e the 


8 next. 


2. CniIpREN muſt be eine up in the way - 


| | of faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Jou know, my friends, and I Tope many of 
you know it to the daily joy of your ſouls, that 
CTs is the way, the truth, and the life; and 


that it is by him we have boldneſs and acceſs 


with confidence to a Gov, who might otherwiſe 
appear as a conſuming fire. It is therefore, of 
great importance to lead children betimes into 
the knowledge of CHRIST, which is, no doubt, 
a conſiderable part of that nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord, which the Apoſtle recommend: 

and was perhaps what he principally intendec 

by thoſe words. 

Wx ſhould therefore teach them betinies, tha: 
the firſt parents of the human race, moſt ut. 
gratefully rebelled againſt Gop, and ſubjected | 
themſelves and all their offspring to his wrath. 
and curſe, The awful conſequences of thie 
ſhould be opened at large, and we ſhould labor 
to convince them, that they have made thernſelve 
liable to the divine diſpleaſure (that dreadfu 
thing!) -4 their own © FM _ and thus by 


t 1 


rde knowledge of the law ſhould we make «Pp for 

the goſpel, the joyful news of deliverance by 

| CnarIsT. * 

lx unfolding this, great care ought: to be ta- 
ken that we do not fill their minds with an aver- 


ſion to one Sacred Perſon, while we endeavour 
to attract their regards to another. The FarnzX Wi 
is not to be repreſented as ſevere, and almoſt in- 
exorable; hardly prevailed upon by the interceſ- | 
ſion of his compaſſionate Son to entertain tho'ts | 


of mercy and forgiveneſs. Far from that, we 
ſhould ſpeak of him as the overflowing fountain 


of goudneſs, whoſe eye pitied us in our helpleſs 

diſtreſs, whoſe almighty arm was ſtretched out 
for our reſcue, whoſe eternal-counſels of wiſdom | 
and love formed that important ſcheme to which | 
we owe all our hopes. I have often had occaſion i 
to ſhew you at large, that this is the ſcripture | 
doctrine; our children ſhould be early taught | 


it, and cavght what that ſcheme was, ſo far as 


their underſtandings can receive it, and our's can | 


explain it. We ſhould often repeat it to them, 


that Gop is ſo holy, and yet ſo gracious, that 
rather than he would on the one hand deſtroy if 
man, or on the other leave fin- unpuniſhed, he 
made his own ſon a ſacrifice for it, — | 


him to be humbled, that we might be exalte 
to die, that we might 8 
Wx ſhould alſo repreſent to them (wich hoſy 


| wonder and Joy) how axons the Lord Jeſus | 


con rer 


h DT 
conſented. to procure our deliverance in ſo ex- 


by Wpenſive a way. How chearfully he ſaid, Lo, I, 
2 come! I delight to do thy will, 0 my 60D! To, 
ta- enhance the value of this amazing love, we ſhould 
er- Nendeavour, according to our weak capacities, to 
ur teach them who this E Redeemer is; 
ER o repreſent ſomethi his glories as the eter- 
n- Hal Sox of Gop, _ the great Lord of angels 
ef- Fand men. We ſhould. inſtru& them in his ama- 
ts ing condeſcenſion i in laying aſide theſe glories, 
we that he might. become a little, weak, helplets 
in child, ** afterwards an alticted, Re | 
fs man. We ſhould lead them into the knowledge 


of thoſe circumſtances of the hiſtory of Jeſus; 
which may have the greateſt tendency to ſtrike 
their minds, and to impreſs them with an early 
ſenſe of gratitude. and love to him. We ſhould 
tell them, how poor he made himſelf, that he 
might enrich us; how diligently he went about 
doing good; how willingly he preached the goſ- 
pel to the loweſt of the people. And we ſhuuld 
eſpecially tell them how kind he was to little 
children, and how:he chid his diſciples when 
they would have hindered them from being 
brought to him: It is expreſsly ſaid, Jesus was 
aucb diſpleaſed, and ſaid, ſuffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not, for of ſuch i: 
= 2: kingdom of GOD. A tender circumſtance ! 
y | which perhaps was recorded (in part at leaſt) for 
1s this very reaſon, that children in ſucceeding 
ages ENG be ie and affected with it. 
B2 - THROUGH 


[ | 1 * b © = 

Trzovon theſe ſcenes of Bis lift we ſhould 
lead them on to his death: We ſhould ſhew | 
how eaſily he could have delivered himfelf (of 
Which he gave ſo ſenſible an evidence, in ſtrik- 

ing down by one word, thofe who came to ap- 
prehend him;) and yet how patiently he ſub- il 
mitted to the moſt crpel injuries, to be fcourged [1 
and ſpit upon, to be crowned with thorns, and 
to bear the croſs. We ſhould ſhew them, how 
this innocent, holy, divine perſon was brought 
es a lamb to the ſlaughter; and while they were 
piercing him with nails, inſtead of loading them 
with curſes, he prayed for them, faying, Father, 

Forgive them, for they know not what they do. 
And whe: their little hearts are awed and melted 
with ſo ſtrange a ſtory, we ſhould tell them, it 
was thus he groaned, and bled, and dried for 
us, and often remind them of their own concern 
in what was then tranſacted. 

W ſhould lead on their thoughts to the glo- 
rious views of Chriſt's reſurrection and aſcenſion; 
and tell them with what adorable goodneſs he 

ſtil-remembers his people in the midft of his ex- 
altation ; pleading the cauſe of finful creatures, 
and employing his intereſt in the court of heaven, 
to procure life and glory for all who believe in 
him, and love him. ; 

Wx ſhould then go on to inten thee fi thoſe | 
particulars of obedience, by which the fincerity | 
_ of our faith and our love is to be approved; at 


the ſaine time nenn them of their own 
c | ne | 


- 


[- 7 1 


veakneſs, and telling them how God. boa us, br 
ending his holy SpRRIT to dwell in our hearts, to 
rniſh us for every good word and work. An 
mportant leſſon, without attending to which our 
ſtruction will be vain, ang cheir hearing will. 
A kewife be vain ! 
[ys CarLÞREN ſhould be trained up in the 
yay of obedience to their parents. n 
Tus is a command which God recommended 
rom Mount Sinai, by annexing to it a particular 
romiſe of long life ; a bleſſing which young 
Perſons greatly lie. The Apoftle therefore 
dbſerves, that it is the firſt commandment with 
promiſe, i. e. a command eminently remarkable 
for the manner in which the promiſe is adjoined. 
And it is certainly a wife conſtitution of Provi- 
dence, that gives fo much to parental authort- | 
ty, eſpecially while children are in their younger 
years, their minds being then incapable of judg- 
ing and acting for themſelves in matters of im- 
dortance. Children ſhould therefore be early 
Faught and convinced by ſcripture, that Gop has 
bl ommitted them into the hands of their parents; 
Ind conſequently that reverence and obedience 
o their parents, is a part of the duty they owe 
o Gop, and diſobedience to them, is re- 
Wbcllion againſt him. And parents ſhould by 


reſolure oppoſition to their will in matters of 

greater or ſmaller moment; remembering, that 
Hild left to h himſelf, brings his parents to 

i = Þ ſhame, 


o means indulge their children in a direct and 


(18. ] 
tame, and himſelf to ruin; and with regerd to 
ſubjection, as well as affection, it is good * 4 
man to bear the yoke in bis youth. 

4. CHILDREN ſhould be trained up in the 
way of benevolence and kindneſs. to all. 
Tux great Apoſtle tells us that love is the fal- T4 
Alling of the law, and that all thoſe branches of 
it, which relate to our neighbour, are compre- 
hended in that one word, love. This love there- 
fore we ſhould endeavour to teach them; and 
we ſhall find, that in many inſtances i it will be 
a law to itſelf ; and guide them right in many 
particular actions, the obligations tp which may 
depend on principles of equity, which lie far 
beyond the reach of their feeble underſtandings, 
There is hardly an inſtruction relating to our | 
duty more happily adapted to the capacity of 
children, than that golden law (fo important 
to all of the matureſt age) Yhatſoever ye would| 
that others ſhould do unto you, do ye ſo unti 
Zhem.- This rule we ſhould teach them, and by 
this ſhould examine their actions. From their 
cradles we ſhould often inculcate it upon them, 
that a great deal of religion conſiſts in doing 
good; that the wiſdom from above is full f 
mercy and good fruits; and that every chriſtian 
ng do good unto all as be bas opportunity. 
Tr ſuch inſtructions may be welcome to 
them, we ſhould endeavour, by all prudent me- 
thods, to ſoften their hearts to ſentiments of hu - 
hn and tenderneſs, and guard Lay” every 
* thing 
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] to thing that wovid have a contrary tendency, We 
7 @ fſhould remove from them as much as poſſible, _ 
all kinds of cruel and bloody ſpectacles, and 
ſhould carefully diſcourage any thing barbarous 
in their treatment of brute creatures; by no 
means allowing them to ſport themſelves in the 
> of death or pain of domeſtic animals, but rather 
re- ¶ teaching them to treat the poor creatures Kindly, 
re- and take care of them; the contrary to which is 


10d a moſt deteſtable ſign of a favage and malignant 

be diſpoſition. The merciful man regardeth the 
iny Lise of bis beaſt. „ N 
ay We ſhould likewiſe take care to teach theny - - 
far the odioufneſs and folly of a ſelfiſſ temper, and 

os, encourage them in a willingnefs to impart to 
dur others, what is agreeable and entertain- 
of ing to themſelves: Eſperi ally we ſhould. en- 

ant deavour to form them to ſentiments of com- 
id paſſion for the poor. We ſhould ſhew them 
te where Gop has faid, Bleſſed is the man that con- 
by /dereth the poor, the LORD will remember him 
eir in the day of trouble. He that bath pity upon the 
m, Poor, lendetb to the LORD and that which be 
news Latb given, will be pay him again. And we 
of WF ſhould ſhew them by our own practices, that 
an we verily believe theſe promiſes to be true, and 


important. It might not be improper ſome- 
times to make our children the meſſengers, by 
which we fend ſome ſmall” ſupply to the indi- 
gent and diſtreſſed; and. if they diſcover a diſ- 
Poſition to give ſomething out of the little ſtock = 
4" | : 
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we How them to call their own, we = toad; joy⸗ a 
fully encourage it, and ſhould take care. that. 
they never loſe. by their charity, but that in a 
pirudent manner we abundantly repay it. It is 
hardly to be imagined that children thus brought 

| up ſhould, in the advance of life, prove. injuri- 
ous and oppreſſive ; they will rather be the or- | 
/ naments of religion, and bleſſings to the world, 
and probably will be in the number of the laſt - 


whom Providence will ſuffer to want. 


g. Cnri.pazv ſhould be trained MP) in the 
way of dihgence, | 
Trrs ſhould undoubtedly. be our care, if we 
have any regard to the welfare either of their bo- 
dies or their ſouls. In whatever ſtation of liſe 
they may at length be fixed, it is certain there is 
littie proſpect of their acquitting themſelves with 
uſefulneſs, honour and advantage, without 4 
cloſe and refolute application; whereas the wiſeſt 
_ of princes and-of men has ſaid, See/# thou a man 
. diligent in bis buſineſs ? be ſhall fland before 
kings, he ſhall not fand before mean men. And 
it is evident that a diligent proſecution of buſi- 
«on way of a thouſand 2 


neſs keeps one out 
temptations, which idleneſs ſeems to invite, 


leading a man into numberlefs inſtances of vice 
and folly,” becauſe he has nothing elſe to do. 


A.-PRUDENT and religious parent will there- 


fore be concerned, that his children. may not. 
ear ly contract ſo pernicious a habit, nor enter 


| en _ like e who, have no buſineſs in. - 


it, 


” 6 - 


4 , 
„ 
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it, but to crowd the ſtage, and ſtand in the war, 
bf thoſe who are better employed. —Inſtead of 
uffering them to faunter about from place to 
place (as abundance of young people do, to no 
imaginable purpoſe of uſefulneſs, or even of en- 
Wertaiament) he would quickly aſſign them ſome 
employment for their time: An employment ſo 

oderated, and ſo diverſified, as not to over- 
whelm and fatigue their tender fpirits ; yet ſuf- - 
ficient to keep them wakeful and active. Nor 
is this ſo difficult as fo many imagine; for chil- 
dren are a buſy kind of creatures, naturally fond _ 
of learning new things, and trying and ſhewing 
what they can do. So that, I am. perſuaded, 
were perfect inaCtivity to be impoſed on them as 
a penance but for one hour, they would be heart- 
ily weary of it, and would be glad to ſeek their 
refuge from it, in almoſt any buſineſs you would 
think fit to employ them about. 

THvs ſhould they be difciplined in their in- 
fant years, ſhould early be taught the value of 
time, and early accuſtomed to improve it, till 
they grow fit for ſome calling in life z in which 
* Withey ſhould at length be placed with this impor- 
tant maxim deeply engraven upon their minds, 
« That full employ in whatever ſervice they are 
fixed, is a thing by no means to be dreaded, but 
on the contrary, greatly to be deſired. : 

I snAaLL conclude this head with the menti- 
5 on of a very remarkable law amongſt the Athe- 
I gians, which ordained, © That thoſe * had 
x. WR HAI 4 5 j 
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5 ”_ by 1 
been brought v] up to no employment byt their pa- 
rents, ſhould not be obliged to keep them, if 
they came to want in their old age: which. "il 
other (legitimate) children were. 
6. Curonan ſhould be trained up 1 in e way 
of integrity. 
_  StmPLIctTY ond godly ancerity is not only a 
very amiable, but afl eſſential part of the chriſti- 
an character; and we are every one of us indiſ- 


penſibly obliged to prove ourſelves Ifraelites in- 


. Weed, in whom there is no allowed guile. And T 
tis is a circumſtance which will peculiarly require 
our regard in the education of our children, and 
of all young perſons under our care., © _ | 
I!x is very melancholy to obſerve, hom ſoon 
the artifices and deceits of corrupt nature begin 
to diſcover themſelves. In this reſpect we are 
tranſgreſſors from the womb, and go aſtray al- 
moſt as ſoon as we are born, ſpe — lies. 


| Great care therefore ſhould be ae dy form 


the minds of children to a love for truth and 
candor, and a ſenſe of the meanneſs as well as 
the guilt of a lie. We ſhould be cautious that 
we do not expoſe them to any temptations of 
this kind, either by unreaſonable ſeverities, on 
account of little faults, or by haſty ſurprizes, 
_ © when enquiring into any matter of fact, whic ch 
it may ſeem their intereſt to diſguiſe by a fal 
| hood: And when we find them. guilty of 2 
known and deliberate lie, we ſhould exprefs our 
| horror of it, not IP by a preſent reproof ot 
: das es 


_ — 
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orreftion, but 1 wo a conduct towards mem 
or ſome time afterwards, as may plainly ſhew 
hem how greatly we are amazed, grieved, and 
liſpleaſed. When ſo ſolemn a buſineſs 4 is made 
df the firſt faults of this kind, it moren a mean 
df preventing many more. 

I vr further add, that we. ought. not only 
us ſeverely to animadvert upon a direct he, 
but likewiſe, in a proper degree, to diſcourage 


. 1 


n- all kinds of equi vocations and double meanings, 
nd ind thoſe little tricks and artifices, by which 
ire Nhey may endeavour to impoſe on each other, or 
nd n thoſe who are older than themſelves. We 


zould often inculcate upon them that excellent 

ne He that walketh uprightly walketh ſure- 
; but be that perverteth- his way, (that twiſts 

nd diſtorts it with the perplexities of artiſice 

and. deceit) ſball (at length) be known. Be 

Whewing them every day, how eaſy, how plea- = 
ant, how honourable, and how advartageaus | 

it is to maintain a fair, open, honeſt tem 5 

and on the other hand, what ſolly there is in 

unning and diſhoneſty i in all its forms; and 

Wow certain it is, that by ſtudying and praQtifing 

t, they take the readieſt way to make themſelves 

dbnoxious and uſeleſs, infamous & odious. Above 

all, ſhould we remind them, that the righteous  :; 

Lonp loveth righteouſneſs, and his favourable - : 
ountenance beholds the upright; but lying lips | 

re 1 an abomination to him, that he — 


* ” . 
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ſal eſteem and affection; ſo that before honour i: 


: K + 7 3 2R = 

ly eetaves, M liars hall have Bel part in ; th | 
lake whith burns with fire and brimflone. e 
7. CnhirpaEN ſhould be trained _ in che wr 
of humility, 

Tunis is a grace biet our Lord parciewla! 
 Iavites us to learn of him, and moſt frequenzhyi 
recommends to us j well knowing that without 
it, fo humbling a ſcheme as he came to intro- 
duce, would never meet with a welcome recep- 

tion. And with regard to the preſent life, it ii 

a molt lovely ornament, which engages univer 


humility : On the whole we find, He that exali} 
eib bimſelf is abaſed, and be that bumbleth him 
elfi is exalted, both by Gop and mann. 

A REGARD therefore to the eaſe, honour an 
e of our children, ſhould engage us n 
an early endeavour of checking that pride, whie 
was the firſt ſin, and the ruin of our natures 
and diffuſes itſelf ſo wide, and finks ſo deep 
into all who draw their original from degenerat 
Adam. We ſhould teach them to expreſs hu 
mility and modeſty in their converſe with all. | 
Tur ſhovld be raught to treat their ſuperior 
with peculiar reſpect, and ſhould at proper ſea 
- ſons be accuſtomed to ſilence: and reſerve befor 
them.  Henee the & will learn in ſome degre 
the government of the tongue; a branch. 9 
wiſdom, which, in the erte of life, win! 
of great importance to the quiet of others, a 


to their own comfort and reputation. 
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SY 1 N 
W mould they be allowed to Wy airs 
f inſolence towards their equals ; but rather be 
Wot to vield, to ablige, and to give up their 


ight for the ſake of peace. To this purpoſe I 
Mannot but think it deſirable, that they ſhould - 


— 


generally accuſtomed to treat each other with 
hole forms of civility and complaiſance, which 
Pre uſual among well-bred people in their rank 
of life. I know theſe things are mere trifles in 
themſelves, yet they are the out- guards of hu- 
anity and friendſhip, and effectually prevent 
any a rude attack, which, taking its riſe from 


*. 
oy 


attended with fatal conſequences. I thought it 
proper to mention this here, becauſe (as Scougal 
ery juſtly and elegantly expreſſes it) © Theſe 
modes are the ſhadows of humility,, and ſeem 
intended to-ſhew our regard for others, and the 

low thoughts we have of ourſelves.” | 
I $HALL only add farther, that it is great im- 
prudence and unk indneſs to children, to indulge 
them ima haughty and imperious behaviour to- 
wards thoſe who are moſt their inferiors. They 


olg mould be made to underſtand, that the ſervants. 
ſeay of the family are not their ſervants nor to be 


under their government and controul. I the 
rather inſiſt upon this, becauſe I have generally 
obſerved, that where young people have been per- 
mitted to tyrannize over perſons in the loweſt 

eircumſtances of life, the humour has ſhamefully 
grown upon them), till it has diffuſed inſolence and 
arrogance thro their behaviour to all about them, 
. J | LASTLY, 


\ 


ſome little circumſtances, may nevertheleſs be 


paſs comfortably through the world. For what 


+ of appetite, he ſinks beneath the dignity of the 
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cc godly.” » Children therefore, as well as young 


62 


er, Children ſhould be crained up. i 
che way of ſelf-denial, _ 

As without ſomething of this temper we Ca 
never follow CHRIST, or expect to be owned b 
him as his diſciples ; ſo neither indeed can we 


ever unexperienced youth may dream, a great 
many diſtaſteful and mortifying circumſtance: 


will occur in life, which will unhinge our mind 
_ almoſt every hour, if we cannot manage, and iv 
many inſtances deny our appetites, our paſſions In 
and our humours. We ſhould therefore endea ty 
vour to teach cur children this important leſſofe 
berimes ; and if we ſucceed in our care, we ſhal h. 
leave them abundantly richer and happier, id 
this rule and poſſeſſion of their own ſpirits, thao 
| the moſt plentiful eſtates, or the moſt. unlimite e 


Power over others could make them. 
WIꝝuxN a rational creature becomes the flave 


human nature, as well as the ſanctity of the 
chriſtian profeſſion, It is therefore obſervable 
that when the Apoſtle mentions the three grand 
branches of practical religion, he puts ſobriety 
in the fragt perhaps to intimate, that where 
that is ed, the other cannot be ſuitably 
regarded. "The Grace of God, (i. e. the gol. 
pel) teaches us to live ſoberly, righteoufly, ard 


men, ſhould. be exhorted to be ſoberminded : 

And they ſhould be taught it by early ſelf-de- Ss 

tka LL is certain, that EA their own Wd 0 
E ay 
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tz J 
d tte were to determine the kind and quan- 
of their ſood, many of them would quickly 


aroy their conſtitutions, and perhaps their 
hes; fince they have often the greateſt deſire 
_ va thoſe things which are the moſt improper.— 
hat d it ſeems juſtly obſerved by a very wiſe man, 


ho was himſelf a melancholy inſtance of it) 


net rat the fondneſs of mothers for their chil- 
nd dren, in letting them eat and drink what they 

d in will, lays a foundation for moſt of thoſe cala- 
ons mities in human life, which proceed from bo- 
lea ly indiſpoſition.” Nay, I will add, that it is 
[oe part of wiſdom and love, not only to deny _ 


hat would be unwholeſome, but to guard againſt 


od or dreſs, people of ſenſe cannot but ſee, if 

ey would pleaſe to conſider it, that to know 
Ow to fare plainly, and ſometimes. a little hard- 
„ Carries a man with eaſe and pleaſure through 
any circumſtances of life, which to luxury and 
licacy would be almoſt intolerable. 
Tur government of the paſſions is another 

anch of ſelf-denial, to which children ſhould 
ly be habituated ; and ſo much the rather be- 

uſe, in an age when reaſon is, ak, the 
(ons are apt to appear with f 


ar force 
nd violence. A prudent care ſhould therefore 
e taken to repreſs the exorbitances of tem, 
for which purpoſe, it is of great importance, 
hat they never be ſuffered to carry any point, 
dy obſtinacy, noiſe and clamour, which is indeed 
0 aka a reward on a fault which deſerves 2 
8 . ſeyere 


dulging them in too great a nicety either of 


—— — 
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| ſevere reprimand. Nay, I: will venture to add, | 
that though it be very inhuman to take pleaſure . 


tions, yet when they are eagerly and intempe- 


very reaſon, ſometimes to be denied it, to teach 
them more moderation for the future. And if 


dom. I cannot expreſs this better, than in the 
© way to keep a child's ſpirit eaſy, active and 


et and draw him to things uneaſy. to him, has got 
© the true ſecret of education.“ 


far a ſenſe of honour and praiſe has carried fome 
children of a generous temper in a long and re- 
' ſolute courſe of ſelf denial. But vodoubtedly, the 
\nobleſt principleof all is a ſenſe of religion. H 


_ Se to our children? 5 A ME N. 


L 1 1. 


in making them uneaſy by needleſs mortifica- iſs: 


rately deſirous of a trifle, they ought, for that 


by ſuch methods, they gradually learn to conquer 
their little humours and fancies, they learn no in- 
conſiderable branch of true fortitude and wiſ- 


words of Mr. Locke, in his excellent treatiſe on 
the ſubject before us; He that has found out the 


c free, and yet at the ſame time to reſtrain him 
* from many things which he has a mind to, 


I nave ſometimes been ſurprized to ſee, how 


ap- 
py would it Linger be, if they were led to ſee, that 
n gery little in this kind of — ; 
indWgences ; that the world »itfelf is 
but a poor empty trifle; and that the great thing 
a rational creature ſhould be concerned about, is 5 
to pleaſe Gob, and get well to heaven. May Wha 
divine grace teach us this important leſſon for Wis 
ourſelves, that we may tranſmit it with the he 
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rain bY a Child in the way he | 
ſhould go; ; and when he is old, be : 
ll 7:07 depart from it. . oh 
r is certainly a very pleaſing : 


reflection to every faithful mi- 
niſter of the goſpel, that the 


5 7 cauſe, in which he is engaged, 

at is the moſt benevolent, as well 
a- 2 as the moſt religious; ſubſerv⸗ 
is g the glory of God, by promoting the happi- 
g ess of mankind. It muſt be a great ſatisfaction 
1s 


a man of integrity and humanity, to think 


1 1 at it is not his buſineſs to dazzle and confound 
or Wis hearers with the artifices of ſpeech, to give 
4 * A of truth to fal ſhood, and impor- 
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things in an impartial balance, and by the words 


this day, while J am urging you to that religi- 
helpleſs; of little tender creatures, who are in-] 
C are yet unborn may have eternal reaſon to rejoice 


in the fruits of what you are now to hear. AMEN, 


| now proceed, 


engage parents to this pious care. ö 


you have great reaſon, to hope it may be ſucceſſ- N 
ful; and that ſucceſs is of the higheſt! importance. 
6, IJ. Taz attempt itſelf is pleaſant. b 


- fuch a ſatisfaction may attend thoſe actions 


L 88 te 


tance to trifles, bur to teach them to TIS 


of truth and ſoberneſs, to lead them imo the 
Paths of wiſdom and goodnefs. Ol | 
Tuts is a ſatisfaction which I peculiarly find 


ous care in the education of children, which 1 
have at large opened in the former diſcourſe. 
And it is a circumſtance of additional pleaſure, 
that I am pleading the cauſe of the weak and 


capable of pleading for themſelves, and knowl 
not how much their intereſt is concerned. Nor 
am I without A ſecret hope, that if the Divine 
Spirit favour us with his aſſiſtance,” fome who 


Havins already endeavoured to defcribe the t- 
way in which children are to be trained 2 8 1 


SeconDLyY, To propoſe ſome arguments tc 


Anp here I would intreat you diſtinctly rol 
conſider, that the attempt itſelf is pleaſant; 


I spAEk not merely of the pleaſure ariſing i 
from the conſciouſneſs of diſcharging preſeni to 
duty, and a probable view of future ſucceſs; An 


Bo : which 


1 


oh hic are in themſelves moſt painful and mor- 
ds fying. But J refer to the entertainment im- 


ediately flowing from the employment itſelf, 


nd ne of thoſe ways of wiſdom, which are ways 
gi-f pleaſantneſs, as well as a path, which in its 
I Won ſequences: is peace and happineſs: It is a 
ſe. ommandment, in keeping of which there is a 
re, N. 88 
nd Tue Gop of nature has wiſely annexed. a ſe- 


n- Wret, vnutterable delight, to all our regular cares 
ow or the improvement of our riſing offspring. 
or We rejoice to fee our tender plants. flouriſh, to 
ine bſerve how the ſtock ſtrengthens, and the bloſ- 
hoWoms: and the leaves ſucceſſively. unfold. We 


race, with a gradually-advancing pleafure, their 


ice _ 
N. MEaly ſmiles, the firſt efforts of ſpeech on their 
heMWtammering tongues, and the dawning of reaſon 
Ii their feeble minds. It is a delightful office 


o cultivate and aſſiſt opening nature, to lead 
the young ſtrangers into a new world, and to in- 
Wuſc the principles of any uſeful kind of Know- 
edge which their age may admit, and their cir- 


© omſtances require. But when we attempt to 
fl. aiſe their thoughts to the great FATHER op 


$PIRITS, to preſent them, as in the arms of faith, 
Fo Jesvs the compaſſionate ſhepherd, and teach 


to inſtruct them in the principles of divine truth, 
and form them to ſentiments of prudence, inte- 


tO 


hen rightly managed. This is undoubtedlyß 


them to enquire after him; when we endeavour 


grity and generoſity ; we find' a pleaſure ſuperior 


— 


to what any other labour for their. improvement 


WM may appeal to the repeated expertence of many 


children? Do you not find, that your inſtructi- 


| watered alſo yourſelves; and from theſe holy 


_ endearing communion with your heavenly Fa- 
ther: Gop by his ſpirit viſiting your ſouls in 


he attended with ſuch ſucceſs, as to be the means 3 ö 


the text, Train up a child in the way in which be 


4 web 


can give. 
On this e my friends, 1 perſuade myſelf, 


among you. Do you not find, that the ſweeteſt 
truths of chriſtianity, which are your hope and 
your joy in this houſe of your pilgrimage, are pe - 
culiarly ſweet when you talk them over with your 


ons and admonitions to them return in- 
to your own boſom with a rich increaſe of edi - 
fication and refreſhment ? Thus while you are 
watering theſe. domeſtic plantations, you are WP 


converſes with your children, you riſe to more ſp* 


the midſt of thoſe pious cares, and giving you 
immediate comfort and ſtrength, as a token of 
his gracious acceptance, and perhaps as a pledge 
of future ſucceſs. This leads me to- urge the 


religious education of children, V 


IT. By the probability there is, that it will 


of making them wiſe and good. 
Tuis is the argument urged by Solomon in 


ſpould go; and when be is old, be will not depart 
from it. Being early initiated into the right 
. Be will Purſe i it WA increaſing Fr ; 
4 WY 


5 


NY with —_; to the proſperity of the foul, 
well as of. the body, bis path will be lite the 


Wrning light which, ſhineth more and more 1% 


he perfett day. 


Ir is true, this aſſertion is to be 3 


With ſome limitation, as expreſſing the probabi- 


y, rather than the certainty of the ſucceſs ; _ 
herwiſe experience would contradict it in b ; 
jelancholy inſtances... Would to Gon there 
ere none untractable under the moſt pious and 
udent methods of education; none, who li 
af adders flop their ears againſt the voice rh 


„ moſt ſkilful charmers, and. have been accu 


pmed to do it from their infancy | Would to. 
50D there were none of thoſe, who appeared to. 
t out well, and ſeemed eager in enguiring the. 
ay to Zion with their. faces tbitberward, who, 
ave Forgotten the guides of their youth, and the, 
ovenant of their GOD, and are to this day wan- | 


ering in the paths of the deſtroyer, if they are 
Pot already fallen in them ! But do you throw by 


very medicine, which ſome have uſed without. 


Neing recovered by it; or decline every profeſſi- 


„of which there are ſome who do not thrive? 
hat remedy muſt you then take ? what calling, 
uſt you then purſue? The application is ob- 


F'ous. It would be folly to pretend to maintain, 
What religious education will certainly maintain 
ts end ; but let me intreat you to conſider, that. = 
it is in its own nature a very rational: method 
hat! it is the method which Gop has appointed, 


and Fg 


bs — 


5 wy — — 
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EC 3 FE: 
| ac 2 method which in many inſtances has been 
found ſucceſsful. Attend ſeriouſly to theſe re- 


marks, and then judge whether prudence and 
conſcience will not oblige you to purſue it. 


1. Tux religious education of children is a 


very rational method of engaging them to 
walk in the way in which they ſhould go. 
Fanny is the moſt evident advantage attend - 
ing our early attempts of this kind, that we ſhall 
find the mind more open and diſengaged, not 
tainted with all thoſe corrupt principles, nor 
enſlaved to thoſe irregular habits, which they 
would probably imbibe and contract in the ad- 
vance of age. Though the paper on which we 
would write the knowledge of Gop be not en- 
tirely fair, it is clear of many a foul inſcription 
and deep blot, with which it would ſoon be co- 
vered. Though the garden, in which we would 
plant the fruits of holineſs, be not free from 
_ weeds, yet many of them are but (as it were) in 
the inviſible ſeed, and the reſt are not grown up 
to that luxufiant fize, which we muſt expert, if 


due cultivation be omitted or delayed. Þ 
Ir is a farther advantage which deſerves to be Mw 


mentioned here, that infancy and childhood is 


the moſt impreſſible age; and as principles are 
then moſt eaſily admitted, ſo they.are moſt firm- 
a; retained. The ancients, thoſe. judicious ob- 
' ſervers of human nature, as well as many mo- 
dern writers, are full of this remark in their diſ- 


: courſes on N and e it by a 


E 8 


3 : , . 
. * 


i 3s 
reat many: beautiful allyſions which are well 
now, 


Tur new veſſel takes a laſting tincture fronr | 


he liquor which is firſt poured in: The ſoft 


lay is eaſily faſhioned into what form you pleaſe: | 


he young plant. may. be bent with a gentle 
and; and the characters engraved on the ten- 
Der bark, grow deeper and larger on the advan- 

ing tree, It will be our wiſdom then to ſeize 
heſe golden opportunities; and. ſo much the 


ather, as it is certain they will either be im- 


roved or perverted ; and that if they are not 
reſſed into the ſervice of religion, they will be 
mployed as dangerous artillery againſt it, - 
Bur you will ſay, “ With all theſe advanta- 
zeous circumſtances we cannot infuſe grace into 
he hearts of our children; and after all our 
recautions, corrupt nature will prevent us and 
ix a wrong bias on the mind, before we can at- 


2mpt to direct it aright,“ 4 mournful, but 
oo evident truth]! which, far from genying 8 


_ 


ppreſſing, I would often declare and inculcate; 


d the rather now, as it greatly confirms my 


WW 2ument. Are the influences of a degenerate 
ture unavoidably fo ſtrong, and will you ſuf- 


r them to be confirmed by theſe additiqnal ad- 


fantages? Bo you apprehend, that, running 


ith the footmen, you ſhall be in danger of 
ainting ; and do you far that very reaſon chuſe 


Fo contend with the horſemen? You cannot, 


ures in che face of lo much reaſon and ſcripture, 
8 ; | ur _ 
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urge this as an excuſe againſt Oey any at 
tempts at all of this kind ; and how then is it a 
apology for the. neglect of thoſe, which are 
(other things being equat) the moſt rational and 
Eaſy ? But the trifling plea is more evidently l 
lenced, by obſerving, | 
2. Tre religious education of children is 
method which Gop has appointed ; and 
this greatly increaſes the probability of it 
ucesſs. 
I asSUREDLY know (and may Gop mor 
deeply engrave it on our hearts!) that with reli 
* to your labours as well as our's, Neither 
he that planteth any thing, nor he that waterell 
but GOD that giveth the increaſe. But conſide 
I beſeech you, how that increaſe is to be hope 
for: Is it in the omiſſion, or in the uſe of pr: 
ſcribed means? 1 urge it on your conſcience 
my friends, that religious education is an ord 
nance of Gop, which, therefore, you may rei 
ſonably hope he will honour̃ with a bleſſing. An 
you might as juſtly expect, that your foul 
ſhould flouriſn in an unneceſſary abſence fro 
the table and houſe of the Logp, or an habitu 
neglect of reading and prayer; as that your chil 
dren ſhould grow up for Gov, while you fail 1 
Four endeavours to engage them in his ſervict 
I repeat it again, religious education is an ord 
| Nance of Gop. And is it a work of labour an 
difficulty to prove the aſſertion? Which of yo 
dier not know, that chriſtian parents are folemnj 
- OT. Charges 


* 


e 
darged to bring up their children in the nur- 
We and admonitiow of the LORD; and that 
en under the Moſaic ceconomy,” Gop urged 
are on his people in a very affecting manner? 
ely you fiioft have obſerved, how ſtrictly 
op charges it upon the Jews to take all oppor- 
Wnities' to this purpoſe, occaſional' as well as 
ted. Theſe words, ſays he, which I command 
bis day, ſpall be in thine heart; and thou. 

alt teach them diligently to thy children, and 
alt talk of them when thou fitteſt in thine houſe, 


nor when thou walkeſt by the way, and when thou 
re down, and when thou riſeft up. And elſwhere, - 
r ou halt teach them to thy ſons, and thy ſons. © 
ret. Plainly recommending a care of more 


mote, as well as immediate deſcendants of 
rand-children, as well as childrey. Thus when 
oD eflablijbed a teſtimony in Jacob, and appuinted 
law in Iſrael, be commanded the fathers, that _ 
hey ſhould make them known unto their children; 
bat the generation to come might know them, even 

be children that fhould be born, that they ſhould 
riſe and declare them to their children ; that fo 
WE: zi10a might be tranſmitted: to every riſin gage. 
ou cannot be ignorant of ſuch paſiages as theſe, 


tu | 

chi nich need no comment to explain them, and 
ii oſequently you cannot but know, that the re- 
ieh ggious education of children is a divine inſtitu- 


on, as well as in itſelf a moſt rational attempt: 
After which you will not wonder to hear, 
E-O8R Me. io ES: 2 oo RG 


* 


mon caſes : And though ſome of you, my friends 
are (and I hope never will forget it) happy in! 
ſtances of the ſingular divine goodneſs ; yet moſ 
of you, as I apprehend, were trained up in the 
knowledge of Gop, and are living monument: 
of the ſucceſs which has atiended the care of 
parents, or maſters in this particular. The 
greater part of thoſe, who have of late been ad; 
: mitted to your communion, have, to my certain 
knowledge, mentioned it with thankfulneſs ; and 
I rejoice to think, how many of the riſing gene 
ration among us (if even a child may be known 
by his doings) are like to increaſe the number 


and give us an encouraging hope that they will 
at length be ſet as olive plants around the Lo Db p17 


table, as well as your's, J perſuade myſelf it 
9 5 5 * | 5 | . . is 


. 


cot 


> elſewhere, a . * may pie ere ic 
ſome confidence, that the families of Gop's 
ren are generally ſpeaking the nurſeries. of 
church. Solomon, no doubt, had obſerveq, 
t a good education had generally been ſoc- 
sul, or we could by no means account for 
remark in the text; and a very accurate 
er of our own age and nation has carried it 
ar as to ſay, 170 That of all the men we meet 
th, nine parts in the ten are what they are, 
od or bad, uſeful or not, according to their 


hie cation.“ 

ex HOPE you are by chis time convinced, the, . 
yo zanly ſpeaking, there is great probability ; 
mt religious: education may be the effectual 
dans of promoting ſerious: piety in the riſing 


vas to recommend. it: An argument, which 
y be greatly ſtrengthened,-by obſerving, 
III. Trar the ſucceſs, which we may ſo 
reaſonably expect, is a matter of very high 
importance. | 
IT is of evident importance, to the honour of" 
D, and the ſupport of religion—to the pre- 
t and future happineſs of our children—and_ 


ne your own comfort both in life and death. 
walWeizhty and comprehenſive thoughts! which 
erg hall briefly touch, and to which. I beg you 


vi 
D's 
; i 


P renew your attention. 

Tu honour of Gop, and intereſt of a 
Feen, is greatly concerned in the behaviour 
2 = of 


”; which was the ſecond argument by which 


— — Son 
— Stn 


Þ > — 


of your children ; and conſequently.” in your care 
of their education, which i is RAE to Lane ſo great th 


And when we are mouldering in the houſe o 


ſupport of religion among thoſe who ſucceed us? 
From whom can it be expected, but from ou 
children? Yet how can we expect it from theſe, 
in the neglect of a method, which comes: re- 


almighty grace will do, what we have not at- 
tempted, becauſe we knew that we could not 


— — — —— — —— — as 
— nu itn 2 


8 0b for expecting it, either. in the one caſe, or 
in the other. You will poſſibly anſwer, Hel 


22 I 
3 
% — 


that the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt it; 
but that one generation ſhall ariſe and deelare his 


dom of his ſon ſhall continue as long as the ſun it 
and moon endure.” Bleſſed be his name for 


[ 40 | * 


an influence upon it. 1 

Me live in a dying world: Our baden wherd 
are they ? Sleeping in the duſt, as we muſt ſhort: 
ly be. We are ſure, that in a little, a ver 
Jictle while, theſe places ruſt know. us no more 


ſilence, who muſt fill our places in the houſe off 
Gop ? Who muſt riſe up in our ſtead for thei 


commended by. 0 many advantageous circum- 
= ances? „ Yes,” you will perhaps be ready to 
ſiy, © Gop will take care of his own cauſe, and 


accompliſh it.” Almighty grace can indeed do 
it; and almighty power can of theſe ſtones, on 
which we tread, raiſe up children to Abraham. 
But ſhew me your warrant from the word off 


has promiſed to be ever with his church, and 


mighty works unto another, and that the king- 


theſe 


| t 41 7 | 
fe encouraging promiſes, which ſhall, no 
Wubt, be accompliſhed. But where has he en- 


cart 
rea 


jere 2 


ort. Nong us? Such paffages as theſe will no more 
er ove, that the goſpel ſhall never be removed 


m Great-Britain, than they: would once have 
ed, that it ſhould never be taken away from 
F rgamos or Thyatira, or any other of the Aſiann 
wwrches, which have ſo many ages ago been | 
ven up to deſolation. | 
Now let me intreat you for a few moments, too 
ell upon that thought; what if the goſpel: 
zould' be loſt from among your deſcendants! 
har if in the age of theſe little ones, or the 
xt who ſhall ſucceed to their's, the houſe of 
e Lord: ſhould: be forſaken, and his table 
andoned'? What if the miniſtry ſhould be 
own into diſuſe, or the ſervants of CRHRIST in 
ſhould have nothing to do, but to bear a 
itleſs teſtimony againſt an unbelieving gene- 
ion; till (when their hearts are broken with 
fad an office) the goſpel here die with them, 
Wc religion! be buried in their graves? Is it a 
eugnt eaſily to he ſupported hy a true Irael- 


that the ark of the Lon ſhould thus be loſt, 
t; 4 Gop ſhould write upon us Ichabod, the ad: 
11s emorials of a-departed'glory-! 
g- Ir ͤ would ſurely: be peculiarly melancholy, 
un iat religion: ſhould die in the hands of thoſe 


Pho were the children of: the kingdom. And 
ere not your' s ſo? In this WN my friends, 
| 8 3 permit 


my that this kingdom ſhall always continue | 
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your ſincere deſire, that they might be devoted 


ſolemn charge and promiſe to bring them up 


ſtitution, I doubt not, but many of you are 
equally faithful in dedicating your infant. off- 


bour to the utmoſt for the advancement of his 


Þ 42 * = 


pn me to > . that I am a witneſs among 
ſome of you. When you have offered your bo 
children to baptiſm, you have delivered them 
into my hands, with an expreſs declaration of 


to Gop ;, and have received them again. with-a 


— 


for him, if their lives ſhould be continued. And 
as for thoſe of you, who do not practiſe this in- 


ms — + — — 


ſpring to Gop. Is it not then reaſonable to 
expect from both, that they ſhould be brought 
up as a ſeed to ſerve him? And from 
whom may we hope it, if not ſrom you? If 
you have experienced the. power of divine grace 
Upon your own ſouls, and have taſted that the 
Loko is gracious, methinks it ſhould awaken 2 
holy zeal to ſpread the ſweet ſavour of his name 
and word wherever you come: You ſhould la- 


goſpel among all your acquaintance, and even 
among ſtrangers ; how much more in your own 
families, among thoſe whom you have from 
him, among thoſe whom you have ſo mir 
given back to him. | 
2. Tux character of your children, and con- ; 
ſequently your care in their education, is of 

the moſt evident importance, to their pre- f DL 


Kent and future e 
1 NEED 


l x::D not employ a great deal of. time in 
Woving the truth of the aſſertion. As chriſti- 
s you muſt undoubtedly own, that godlineſs is. 


em 

of o//a41e to all things, having the promiſe of the 
ed il: which now is, as well as of that which is to 
a. If your children, through the divine 
up eſſing on your holy care, become truly religi- 
nds, they will not only be preſerved from thoſe 
in- llies and crimes, which ſtain the honour, and 


in the ſubſtance of families, but they will ſe-- 
re a fair reputation; they will take the moſt. 
robable method to make life truly comfortable; 
ey will be entitled to the paternal care and 
leſſing of God; and to crown all will be heirs 
f eternal glory with him: And what could 
pur moſt prudent, faithful, zender love wiſh 


ice iſh 
he r them as a greater, or indeed a comparable 
+ ood ? On the other hand, if they prove vi- 
ne 


ous and profane (which in ſo degenerate: an 


la-Hee it is very probable they may, if they have | 
nis religious principle to ſecure them) what can 
en u expect but their infamy and miſery in this 


ld, and their eternal deſtruction in the next? 
== Ox: would imagine, that ſuch conſiderations 


W parent; and if they were alone, ſhould be 
WS ficient to gain the cauſe, You, who have ſo 
Inder a regard to all their temporal concerns; 
e- ou, who riſe early and fit up late, that you 
ay advance their fortunes, that you may fur- 
iſh them with thoſe dubious and uncertain poſ- 
Bn by RE - = 


theſe ſhould very deeply impreſs the heart off 
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to think, that they may be for ever poor and 


heir of eternal miſery: Alas! what am I doing 
for him? Pteparing an eſtate? Contriving for 


While the child itſelf were fallen into the fire, 
of the caſe, and ſo much the rather, as the dan- 


tation, to your children; nor can I pretend to 


they have derived from you a corrupt and de- 
generate nature. 


race, has flowed down to them. And is not 1 
this an affecting thought? and ought it not to 


blood and forfeired his eſtate, with what grief 
and reſet. does he look on his children, "and 
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ſeſnons, which may be bleMng ngs or curſes, 4 
as they are improved or abuſed? can you bear 


miſerable ? Surely, it ſhould cut you to the 
heart to look on a child and reflect, “here is an 


his preſent convenience: or gratideur?” Vain, 
wretched, prepoſterous care ! which, to' uſe a 
very plain ſimile, is but like employing your- 
ſelves in trimming and adorning its clothes, 


and would be in danger of being deſtroyed, if 
not immediately plucked out. Haſten to do it 
with an earneſtneſs anſwerable to the extremity 


ger is in part owing to you. 

I wiLL not ſay, how far your perun miſtakes 
in conduct may have been a ſnare and a temp. 
determine it. But I am confident of this, that 


Thro' your veins the original 
infection, which tainted the firft authors of our 


uicken you to attempt their relief? 1 
Da. Tillotſon ſets this in a very moving 
lebe: When a man has by treaſon tainted his 


W 


— - 
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Tat 


Ink of the injury he has done t to chem by his: — 
It; and how ſolicitoùs is he before he dies ibo 
tition the king for favour to his children! 
bw earneſtly does he charge his friends to be 
Wreful of them, and kind to them!“ We are. 

ofe traitors. Our children have derived from 

a tainted blood, a forfeited inheritance. How 


n 
107 aecly ſhould we pity them! How folicit- 
in, Jy ſhould we | exert ourſelves to prevent 
- a eir ruin! Mr. Flavel expreſſes the thought 
ir- more pathetically. Should I bring — 
es, Nague into my family, and live to fee all my 


dor children lie dying by the walls of my houſe; = ©] 
I had not the heart of a tvger, ſuch a ſihagnt 
ould melt my very ſoul.” And ſurely, I may add, 

ere there a ſovereign antidote at hand, perhaps 
antidote I had myſelf uſed, ſhould I not direct - 

em to it, and urge them to try it, I ſhould be till Mn 

ore ſavage and criminal. The application * 
ſy: The Loxp deeply impreſs it on your 
uls, that your dear children may not die eter-. 

ally of the malignant plague they have taken | 


ar 

ee. on you a a 
al Trrs is one 0 which ſhould cer- ry 
ur Maly add a great deal of weight to the argu- 
ot ent I am now upon, I will conclude the 
to ad with the mention of another: I mean, the 


WE culiar advantages which you their parents 

oe for addreſſing yourſelves to them. Vou, 

WM ho have known chem from their infancy, are 
| | beſt 


* . 
* «a; n 2 0 * 
„ 4 5 F * 
1 * 
7 * 
1 
— , 
* 7 1 » — 
8 4 oe >, . h 23 
2 — 
by 4 * UW * 
. . 
o 


beſt Ss with their temper, . . manner 
of thinking; you, who are daily with them, mj 
watch the moſt tender moments, the moſt fa 


the moſt endearing ſentiments and words on ſuch 
correction, and. a fenſe of their dependance upon 


tempts to inſtruct and ræform your children. 


and your encouragements to attempt the work 
that the character and conduct of your children, 


future happineſs. 


a fooliſh fon is an ens to his mother. 
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vourable opportunities of pleading with them; 
your melting affection for them, will ſuggeſt 


] 


occaſions: Their obligations to you, and love 

for you, will probably diſpoſe: them to attend 
with the greater pleaſure to what you may ſay ; 
or your authority over them, your power of 


you in life, may prevent much of that oppoſiti- 
on and contempr, which from perverſe tempers, 
others might expect; eſpecially if they were 
not ſupported hy yeur: concurrence, in their at- 


Or the whole then, ſince your obligations 


are ſo-peculiar, I may reaſonably hope you will 
allow / its due weight to this ſecond'conſideration, 


and conſequently: your care in their education, 
is of the higheſt importance to their preſent and 
J add, once more, = 
Þ IT is of great moment to your own com- i 
fort, both in life and death, 4 
Sol oon often repeats the ſubſtance of that 
remark : 4 wiſe ſon maketh a glad father, _ 2 
And 
the juſtice of it in its branches is very ap- 
PUR Loet me engage you ſeriouſly to reflect 
i upon 


4 


ow. 


ner on it, as a moſt awakening beben to 
nu diſcharge of the important duty Iam recom- 

fa. ading. 
lr you have reaſon to hope that your laben 
zeſt not in vain, but that your children are be- 

ich e truly religious; it muſt greatly inereaſe 
ve er ſatisfaction in them, that they are dear to 
nd, not only in the bands of the fleſh, but in 


ble of the LoRD. You will not only be ſe» 
re of their dutiful and grateful behaviour to 
du, but will have the pleaſure of ſeeing them 
ow up.in their different ſtations, to proſpects _ 
uſefulneſs in the church, and in the world. 
ould Providence ſpare you to the advance of 
re, they will be a comfort and honor to your 
clining years, You will, as it were, enjoy a 
cond youth in their vigour and uſefulneſs; nay, 
enſe of their piety and goodneſs will undoubt- 
ly be a reviving cordial to you in your: dying 
ponench, A delightful thought will it indeed 

©] am going to take my leave of the 
A and my ſcene of ſervice is over; but I 
we thoſe behind me, who will appear for Gop 
my ſtead, and act perhaps, with greater fidel- 
| and zeal, for the ſupport of religion in a de- 
nerate age. I leave my dear children deſtitute 
Need of my counſel and help, perhaps in no 
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ut ondant affluence of worldly enjoyments; but 
ad Neave them under the gugrdian care of my Fa- 
p- Wer and their Father, of my Gop and their 
ct Woo. 1 -_ daun be ſeparated from them, and 
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the diftance between us muſt ſoon be as gre 
as between earth and heaven: But as I leay 
them under the beſt guidance in the wilderneſ 
ſo T have a joyful perſuaſion they will ſoon fol 
low me into the celeſtial Canaan, Yet a litt 


Rand. forth with tranſport, and ſay, Behol 


on which I now enter, be multiplied upo 
me, by the ſi | 
in it. Now, Lorp, ſuffereſt thou thy ſervan 
to depart in peace, ſince thou haſt directed, nd 
only mine eyes, but theirs, to thy ſalvation.” 


for the deſtroyer ; if you ſee thoſe, whoſe infan 
days have given you ſo many tender pleaſure 
and ſo many fond hopes, deviating from th 


' Pierce you! You now look upon them with 
ſoft: complacency, and ſay, © Theſe are they 
who ſhall comfort us under our labours and ou 

- forrows.” But alas! my friends, if this be thi 
| Caſe, © Theſe are they, who will increaſe you 


have brought down your hoary hairs, with an 


- 
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while, and I, and my dear offspring ſhall appe: 
together before the throne of Gop ; and. 1 ſha 


here am I, and the children which my Gop h 
graciouſly given me. Then will the bleſſedne 


ht of every child that has a ſhan 
Bur if you ſee theſe dear little ones, grow u 


paths of duty and happineſs, how deeply will | 


labours, and aggrayate your ſorrows ; that wil 
haſten upon you the infirmities of .age, or crull 
you the faſter under the weight of them, till the 


guiſh, to-the grave.” Little do they or yol | 
think how much agony and diſtreſs you mij 
V 2 endure 


. id * 8 
. * a 


wr 


jure, Ck his you will ow; aut has you 
W fear concerning them. How many ſlighted 
nonitions, how many deluded hopes, how | 
ny anxious days, how many reſtleſs nights, 
| concur, to make the evening of life gloomy! 
d at length, when Gop gives you a diſmiſſi- 


a rom a world, which the folly and wickedneſs 

ol our children has ſo long imbittered, ho- 
h ful will the ſeparation be; when you have 
Ine proſpect of ſeeing them but once more, and 
pot at the tribunal of Gop, where the beſt you 
bac expect (in their preſent circumſtance) is to 
val up in judgment againſt them, and to bear 


awful teſtimony, which ſhall draw nu upon 
mM aggravated damnation. 3 7 
\np let me plainly tell yon, that if in theſe 
moments, conſcience ſhould alſo accuſe you 


row, and your children's ruin, is in part 
argeable upon that, it will be a dreadful in- 
dient in this bitter cup, and may greatly _ 
rken, if not entirely ſuppreſs thoſe hopes with _ 
bard to yourſelves, which alone could ſupport - 
u in this mournful ſcene. I am fully perſua- 
» that if you knew the weight with which 
ie © things will fit upon your. mind, in the im- 
diate views of the eternal world, you would 
t ſuffer every trifling difficulty, or little care, 
deter you from the diſcharge of thoſe duties, 


an 
voi ich are fo NOTES to i theſe galling 8 
na lections, | | 
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the neglect of duty, and teſtify that your own _ 


TELL 


| 1 have now been urging to excite your diligence 
in this momentous care of training up your chil> 


- dren in the way in which they ſhould go, Con- 
_ ſider how pleaſant the attempt is; Conſider how 


fair a probability there is that it may proſper, as 


it is in itſelf a very rational method, as it is a 
method Gon has appointed, and a method which 


he has crowned with ſingular ſucceſs ; Conſider 


ho important that ſucceſs is, to the honour of 
God, and intereſt of religion, to the temporal 


and eternal happineſs of your children ; and 


finally, to your own comfort, : both in lie and ä 


death. | 


- Ow the whole, I well know, and 1. am per- | 


ſuaded, Sirs, that-you- yourſelves are convinced, 


that whatſoever can be oppoſed to ſuch confides' a 
rations às theſe, when laid in an impartial ba- 
lance, it is altogether lighter than vanity, Ido 


therefore ſeriouſly appeal to thoſe convictions of 


Pour conſciences, as in the ſight of Gop : And 
if from this time at leaſt, the education of chil- 
dren among you be reglected, or regarded only 
as a light care, Gop is witnels, and you your 


ſelves are witneſſes, that it is not for want of 
being plainly inſtructed in your duty, or rie 
oy W's to the 3 oh „ 


> 
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Fo: te: : Let me intreat you 1 to . | 
" the united force of thoſe arguments, which 


23 , 
. ; , ; 
we; 
" 
. 1 4 « — A 
”- ty es 22” » "=. 7 * * 
* £ 
LC ang * — — ko. . * : ? = — 8 
2 « 24 Wan 9 3 ” - FW +, £ 7 7 N. Fa o 8 7 5 
1 $ - . a 3 p - „ I . - 25 ; 
* 1 
0 0 8 


8 ** O N 2h” 


On the Education of Carters, 


Ov. XXII. 6. 


, uþ a Child in the way 3 
: Lu 89 3 5 and when he 7s io, þ Le] 


HOSE « you, 3 * 

any obſervations on human life, | 

3 muſt certainly know, that if we. 

deſire to be agreeable and uſe- 
ful in it, we muſt regard not 
1 only the quality, but the man- 
ner of our actions; and that while we are in the 
purſuit of any important end, we mull not only 

attend to thoſe actions which do immediately re- 

fer to it, but muſt watch over the whole o& 


. 
9.9 


our 


conduct; that we may preſerve a conſiſteney in : 


; the ſeveral Parts of it. Otherwiſe we tha ſpoil 
; E 2 13 „„ the 


85 


4 


K 5 che beauty and acceptance of many an honeſt, | | 


and, perhaps in the main, prudent attempt; or 


by a train of unthought of conſequences, ſhall : 


| demoliſh with the one hand, what we are la- 


bouring to build up with the other. „ 
Tais is a remark which we ſhall have frequent 


5 occaſion to recollect; and it is of peculiar im- 
portance in the buſineſs of education. Ir s 


therefore neceſſary, that having before deſcribed 
the way in which children are to be trained up, 


and urged you to a diligent e N to te” 


duty, F now proceed. 


Tarnprv, To offer ſome advice for your 


aſſiſtance in this attempt, of leading children 
into, and conducting them in this way. 


Tuxsz will relate — partly to the manner in 


which the attempt is to be made - and partly to 


the precautions neceſſary for rendering it effec- 


tual: Which are, as you ſee, matters of diſtinct 

conſideration, though comprehended . the 

general. head of diretions. s. 

I. As to the manner in which the attempt is 
to be made. s 

Ap here it is evident, it ſhoutd be done 

plainly, ſeriouſly, tenderly and patiently. 


1. CHILDREN are to be inſtructed n 5 


— 


In the Plaineſt things, and by the Plaineſt | 


words. 
Tur are to be taught the plaineſt things i in 
religion in the firſt place. And it is a pleaſing 


refle cetion on this occalion, that according to 


the 
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the abundant is and ondeſcinion of tbe 
great Gob, thoſe things which are the moſt ne- 
ceſſary are the plaineſt. Juſt as in the world of 
nature, thoſe kinds of food, which are molt - 
wholeſome and nouriſhing, are alſo the moſt 
common. We ſhould ſhew our grateful ſenſe | 
of the divine goodneſs in this particular, by our 
care to imitate it; and ſhould ſee to it, that 
When the neceſſities of our children require bread, 
wie do not give them a ſtone, or chaff; as we 
ſhould do, if we were to diſtract their feeble 
minds with a variety of human fchemes, and. 
doubtſul diſpurations. The more abſtruſe and 
myſterious truths of the goſpel are gradually to 


be unfolded, as they are exhibited in tae oracles. 


f Gap, and to be taught in the language of 
the ſpirit; according to the excellent advice of 
the great Dr. Owen, ** making ſcripture phraſe- 
ology our rule and pattern in the declaration of 
ſpiritual things. But we muſt not begin here. 
We muſt feed them with milk while they are 
babes, and reſerve the ſtrong meat for a maturer 
age, Take the moſt obvious and vital hes 85 
of chriſtianity, Tell them, that they 


creatures, and ſinful creatures; that by Go th tho 
have diſpleaſed a holy Gop ; and that they mu 


be pardoned, and fanctified, and accepted in 
CHRIST, or muſt perifh for ever. Shew them 
the difference between fin and holineſs ; between 
_— Lone of nature and of grace. Shew them, that 
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4 are 1 on to FREY and Jodgment, 7 


and fo muſt enter on heaven or hell, and dwell 


for ever in the one or the other. Such kind bf - 2:3 
- leſſons will probably turn to the beſt account, 5 
both to them and you. 1 know.it is a very eaſy - 
thing to inflame the warm, ignorant minds of 


children with an eager zea] for diſtinguiſhing 


forms, or diſtinguiſhing phraſes; and to make : 
them violent in the intereſt of a party, before 


they know any thing of common chriſtianity. 
But if we thus ſow the wind, we ſhall probably 
reap the whirlwind ; venting 


8 not the fault of you, my friends, of this con- 


Sregation. J would mention it with great thank- 
fulneſs, as both your happineſs and mine, that 
ſo far as I can judge, it is the ſincere milk of 


the word that you deſire. Let it be your care to 


draw it out for the nouriſhment of your chil- 
-  drert's ſouls, as their underſtandings and Ccapact- | 
5 ties will permit them to take it in. | 
AnDp while you are reaching them the plaineſt 
5 things, endeayour to do it in the plaineſt words. 


It is the gracious method which Gop ufes with 
us, who ſpeaks to us of heavenly things in lan- 
guage, not fully expreſſive of the ſublimity and 


-grandeur of the ſubject, but rather ſuited to our 
feeble apprehenſions. Thus our Lorp taught 
bis diſciples, ' as er were able to bear it; and 


bed 


is | N . 
| $ 


} 7 
* 


ts D A <6 * WY * * * 7 4% * , 
- "SF" a N n i os 3 e 8 Ment hes 4 
bo RSS © I d td bad 2 on. a K 4 p r e — 
We R n n 5 FIRE: „ Oe 2 
-” * * F w * * * 


3 - ourſelves, and 
- transfuling into them, a wrath* of man, which 
never works, but often greatly obſtructs the 
righteouſneſs of God. Bleſſed be Gon, this is 
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uſed eaſy 454 familiar Hinititudes, ks EP nh 
the moſt obvious occurrences in life, to Muſtrate * 
matters of the higheſt i importance. A. molt in- 
ſtructive example Such condeſcenſion ſhould 
we uſe, in training up thoſe committed to our 
care, and ſhould examine whether we take their 
1 underſtandings along with us, as we go on: 
Otherwiſe we are ſpeaking in an unknown _ 
tongue; and as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, are bar- _ . 
| barians unto them, be our language ever WD - 


graceful, elegant or pathetic. 


Girvs me leave to add, for the concluſion of 
this head, that though it is to be taken for 


granted,, that children in their earlieſt infancy 


are to- be engaged to what is good, and to be 


reſtrained from evil, chiefly by a view to rewards 


and puniſhments, more immediate or remote, or 
by ſome natucal workings of a benevolent affe 
tion, which are by all means to be cheriſhed and = Þþ 
_ cultivated ; yet, as they may grow up to greater 

ripeneſs of underſtanding, ſomething farther is 
to be attempted. It muſt then be our care, to 


ſet before them in the ſtrongeſt light, the natural 


beauties of holineſs, and deformities of fin; and ; | 
likewiſe to propoſe, in the eaſieſt and moft fa- 
miliar way, the evidences of the truth of chriſti- 


anity, that they may be fortified againſt thoſe” 
temptations to infidelity, with which the preſent 


age does ſo unhappily abound. The external 
evidences of it are by no means to be lighted, 
[yet as the e A the goſpel hiſtory, the 
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3 of 1 the imity of hes ; 


þ carried on by ſo many different perſons in 
diſtant ages and countries, its amaZing and even 


. miraculous propagations in the world; all which, 
with many other confiderations to the ſame pur- 
poſe, are very judieiouſiy handled in a variety 
of excellent writings of our own age: of which 
1 know not any more ſuited to your uſe; than 
Mr. Bennet's diſcourſes on the inſpiration of 
ſeripture, which I therefore recommend to your 


attentive perufal; and with them Dr. Watts“ 


. . 4 
K 
8 
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. fermons on the inward witneſs to the truth of 
ehriſtianity, from its efficacious tendency to pro- 
mote holineſs: This appears to me the nobleſt 
evidencc of all, and will to thoſe who have actu- 
ally experienced it, be an anchor ve the fouk 

both ſure and ſteadfaſt. | 


2. Cm1L.pREN ſhould be infirudted i in 2 very 


ſerious manner. 


TERRE is an anhzppy proneneſs in our 86. 


generate natures to trifle with the things of Gop; 


and the giddineſs of childhood is peculiarly fub- 


ect to it. Great care ſhould therefore be taken, 
that we do not encourage ſuch a humour, nor 


teach them by our levity or indolenee in the 


manner of our inſtruction, to take the awful 
name of Gov in vain, while they are ſpeaking 


of him, or to him. For this purpoſe we muſt 


labour with our own- hearts, to work them ton 


deep and ferious ſenſe of the truth and impor- 


dance of what we e This will give — an un- 
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affected cem in ſpeaking, which. will: pto · 


bably command the attention, and ks the 


hearts of -our children. Endeavour to preſerve 
on your. own ſpirit, an habitual awe of the great 


and bleſſed Gob, the Lok p of heaven and earth: 
that when you ſpeak of him to thoſe little crea- 


tures, they may evidently ſee the indications of : 


the humbleſt veneration and reverence, and ſo 
may learn to fear him from their youth. When 
you ſpeak of Cukisr, let your ſouls be bowing 


to him as the ſon of Gop, through whom alone 


you and your's can obtain pardon and life; and 


let them be overflowing with love to him, for 


his unutterable and inconceivable grace. And 
| when you remind them of death, judgment and 


eternity, conſider yourſelves and them as dying 


creatures: Think in how few months, or weeks, 
or days, your lips may be ſilent in the duſt, or ð 
they may be for ever removed beyond the teaen 
of your inſtructions; and plead with them in as 
earneſt and i importunate a manner, as if the ſal- Þ} 
vation of their immortal ſouls depended on the —— 
effect of the preſent addreſs. Again, 1 
3. Cnrpxzy ſhould be inſtructed in a very 
ö tender and affectionate manner... os 
We ſhould take care to let them ſee, that we 
- 4 not deſire to tetrify and amaze them, to lead 
them into unneceſſary ſeverities, or to deprive 
them of any innocent pleaſures; that what we 
ſay is not dictated by an oſtentation of our wiſ- 
4 en and Sd, but 5 it all . 
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fronia hearty 1 1 to 2 and a atteſt deſire 


Ol their happineſs. Study therefore to addreſs | 


them in the moſt endeating language, as well as 
with the ſofteſt and ſweeteſt arguments, Endea- 
vour, according to the practice of Solomon, to 


find out acceptable words. And if tears ſhould 


riſe while you are ſpeaking do not ſuppteſs them. 


There is a language in them, which may per- 


haps affect beyond words. A weeping Parent 


is both an awful and a melting fight; _ . 


. Enpeavour therefore to look upon your chil- 
dren i in ſuch a view, as may be moſt likely to 
awaken theſe tender ſentiments. Conſider them 
as . ETEALUFED, whom you (as inſtruments) have 
bras 8 i being, tainted with innate corrup- 


7 Pparent danger, that if not ſnatched as 


brands out of the burning, they muſt periſh for 


ever. And that your hearts niay be further mol- 
lified, and you may. be formed to the moſt gen- 
| tle and moving manner of addreſs, let me in- 
treat you to ſtudy the ſcripture in this view, and 
to obſerve the condeſcending and endearing 
forms in which the bleſſed Gon ſpeaks to us 
there. Obſerve them for yourſelves, .and point 

them out to your children. Fell them, how 
kindly he has demanded, how graciouſly he has 
encouraged their ſervices ; while he fays, Ne- 
member now thy Creator in the days of thy youth ; 
and elſewhere, 7 love them that love me, and theſe 


that ſeek me early foall find me, Tell A. 


"6 


added with ſnares, and on the whole, 


TELL 


that ani "FEI Jesvs Cuxlsr hath IMED* han | 


to come to him; for he has ſaid, Come unto me 
all ye that Jahour, and. are' beavy laden, and I 
il give vou reſt: Him that cometh unto me 'F 
will in no wiſe baſt cut: And whoſoever will, 


Jet him take of the water of life freely. Suck 


ſcriptures as theſe ſhould be often repeated to 


them, and ſhould be early inculcated on their 


memory, with an attempt, as far as poſſible, o 
let them into the ſpirit and force of them. 

Non will it be improper ſometimes to ſet 
before them, how much you have done, how 
much you are ready to do for them; how many 
anxious thoughts you entertain, how many fer- 
vent prayers you offer on their account. Thus 
Lemuel's mother addrefled him, J/bat, my ſon ] 
81d what, the ſon of my womb and what, the- 


on of my vows ? As if ſhe had ſaid, * My dear 


« child, for whom I have borne 10 much, for 
00 whom ] have prayed fo earneſtly; in ber 
« words ſhall I addreſs thee, to expreſs what m 
«© heart feels on thy account? How ſhall 1 ſpeak 
«my affectionate overflowing concern for thy 
e happineſs both for time and eternity? 8 
Solomon pleads, My fon, if thine bears be wiſe, 
my heart fhall rejoice, even mine; As if he ſhould” 


ſay, © Think how much is comprehended in + 


that argument, that a parent's happineſs is in a 
great meaſure to be determined by thy character 
and conduct.“ And the apoſtle Paul lays open 


his heart to the See in thoſe he ne 


as 


"Ts 


1 Re . 70 nl ebildren of bam 1 e i 
birth again, "Fill CurisT be formed in-you. Yet 
© theſe were comparatively, ſtangers to him. And 


. ſhould not you, my friends, feel, ſhould, not you 
© Expreſs an equal tenderneſs for thoſe who. are in» 


el parts of yourſelves? But further, 
4. Chir pRkx ſhould be inſtructed patiently, | 
5 0 know, when the huſBandman has com- 


mitted the ſeed to che ground, he patiently ex- 


pects the fruits of his labours. So muſt miniſ- 
ters do, when inſtructing their people: So muſt 
parents do, hen inſtructing their children. 
Lou muſt not imagine, my friends, that a N 
tiful harveſt will ſpring up in a day. The 


gerowth of nature is ſlow, and by inſenſible de- 
grees: Nor are you to wonder, if advances in 


knowledge and grace be ſtill flower, Be upon 
your guard therefore againſt fretfulneſs and im- 
patience, Your children will forget what you 
have once taught them; repeat it a ſecond time; 
and if they forget it the ſecond time, repeat it 
the third, It is thus the great Go deals with 


you; and you have daily reaſon to rejoice that 


he does. He knows the frailty and weakneſs of 


your minds, and therefore acts by a rule, which 
ſeems to be lajd down with a peculiar regard to 
the very point I am urging: Vbom ſhall be 
teach knowledge, and whom ſpall be make. to un- 
Aerſtand dofirine? them that are weaned from 
the milk, and draws from the breaſts? For pre- 
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and Aue upon 7 ine Ep Ws here 4 little ant 


there a little: As if he ſhould have ſaid, * GOP 
has treated yon like little children, who mult 


have the ſame ſhort eaſy leffon repeated again 


and again.“ And is it not indeed thus with re- 


gard to you? Does not the patience and conde- 


ſcenſion of your: heavenly Father ſend. to you 
his miniſters, Sabbath after Sabbath, frequently _ 


inculcating the ſame things, that what you have 
forgot may be brought to mind again? Thus 
ſhould you do by thoſe committed to your care. 

Be teaching them every Sabbath: That is 


remarkably a good day for the purpoſe. I hen 


vou have leiſure for it; then you have particu- 
lar advantage to purſue the work; thep you are 
furniſhed with ſome new matter by what you 


have heard in public; and I would hope your 
fpirits are then quickened by it, ſo that you. can 
| ſpeak out of the abundance of your heart; and- 


you may, by diſcourfing with them on what has 


been addreſſed to you, receive. the e on 


your on fouls. . 5 
I app, be teaching ther every day, by occa- 


ſional diſcourſes, when you have-not an oppor- 


tunity of doing it by ſtared addreſſes, Drop a 
word for Gop every day, and often in a day. 
You will probably find your account in it, and | 
your children theirs, A ſudden glance of thought 
towards Gon in the midſt of the world, is often 


a great refreſhment to the chriſtian; and a ſud- 


den turn to ſomething ſerious and ſpiritual | in 
Sn. BY 5 F . conver- 
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not whether ſhall proſper, or whether boch ſhall 


n 


Sbverfatiog, is frequently very edifyring | 
others. It ſtrikes the memory and the heart, 


and is, perhaps, as a nail fixed in a ſure place, 
when many a ſolemn admonition, and many an 


elaborate ſermon is loſt. It is with pleaſure that 


1 frequently hear good chriſtians ſpeaking of 
5 ſuch occaſional hints, which have been droppe d 


— » . . %" 4H I Es I A | 
by ſaints of the former generation: Thoſe tran- 


ſient paſſages, which the pious parents might 
forget in a few moments, their children have 

diſtinctly remembered for many future years, and 
repeated for their own edification, and I might 


add for mine. Let this therefore be an encoy- 
ragement to you; and in this reſpect, in the 
morning ſow this pret ious ſeed, and in the even- 
ing withhold not your hand, ſince you know 


W 
Once. more, let me intteat you to repeat your 
pious inſtructions and admonitions, even though 


your children ſhould grow up to years of matu- 


rity, without appearing to profit by them. Say 
not, that you can teach them no more than they 


already know ; or, that you can try no new me- 
thod which you have not already attempted, 
You ſee, that in our aſſemblies, . Gop often 
brings back ſouls to himſelf by fetting home on 
the conſcience truths, which, with regard to the 


| ſpeculative part of them, they know as well as 


their teachers; and adds a divine efficacy to 


- thoſe inſtitutions, which, for a long ſucceſſion | 
of yeats, they had attended in vain. Be not 


ſberetore 


a 


a1 


4 ear in well- doing ; but let patience, 
Es in this inſtance, have its perfect work. 
Tas let your children be inſtructed plainly, - 
ſeriouſly, tenderly, and patiently.; I wave ſome -_ 
| other particulars, \ which I might have added to 
5 theſe, concerning the manner of inſtructing 
= them, becauſe J apprehend they will more pro: 
pet fall under the ſecond branch of theſe di?! 
reftions : Where I am further to adviſe ou. Ml 


- 


- II. As to the precautions you muſt vſe; if 4 
- you deſire that theſe attempts in the religious 5 bl 
ö ecfucation of your children may be attended _— 


X Hexe I would edt; it that a pru- 
2 dent care be taken to keep up your authority 
5 over them, and at the ſame time to engage their 
„ affections to Bp, that you be ſolicitous to keep 
] them out of the way of temptation; that you 

confirm your admonitions by a ſuitable example; 


N that you cheerfully accept of proper aſſiſtances 
n ia this important attempt; and that you hum- 
> bly and conftaritly look R to G0 for his 

/ bleſſing on all. 

y 1 we deſire to es in our attempts for 

. the religious education of our children, we 
i | rruſttakecareto keep up our authority over 

A | them. 
n To this purpoſe, we muſt avoid, rot only 
15 what is Sroſsly vicious and criminal (which will 
13 more properly be mentioned under a following 
th head) but alſo thoſe little levities and follies 
N OG” : £3 VVV which 
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which might 8 us appear e to 
them. Whatever liberties we may take with 
thoſe who are our equals in age and ſtation, a 


| more exact decorum is to be preſerved before 
| our children. Thus we are to reverence them, 4 


if we deſire they ſhould reverence us; for, as 


Dr. Tillotſon very juſtly obſerves, © There - 
a certain freedom of converſation, which is ,only 


proper among equals in age and quality, which 


jf we uſe before our ſuperiors, we ſeem to deſ- 


piſe them; and if we do it Helge: our inferiors, . 


we teach them to deſpiſe us.” _ 


I wiLL not inſiſt on this hint, which your own 


- prudence muſt accommodate to particular cir- 
cumſtances; but ſhall here introduce the men- 
- tion of correction, which in-ſome caſes may be 


abſolutely neceſſary to the ſupport of parental 


authority, eſpecially where admonirions . and 


counſels are ſlighted, - _ - | 

You know, that the ſcriptures. h re- 
quire it on proper occaſions; and Solomon, in 
particular, enlarges on the head, and ſuggeſts 


| ſme. important thoughts with regard to it. 
Fooliſhneſs (ſays he) is bound up in the heart 


of a child, but the rod of correction ſhall drive 
it far from him. Nay, he ſpeaks of it as a 


matter in which life is concerned, even the life 
of the ſou}: Withhold not correction from a 


child; for if thou beat him with the rod, he 
ſhall not die: Thou ſhalt beat him with the ron 
and ſhalt er his ous FO hell. And is it 

| Face 
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6 or ervelty, ia a parent; to fare che. 
fleſh to the hazard of the ſoul? Parents are 
therefore exhorted to an early care in this reſpect, 
leſt vicious habits growing inveterate ſhould _ 
render the attempt vain or hurtful ; and they 


1 . 


are » cautioned againſt that fooliſh. tenderneſs,. 
- which would lead them to regard the tears of a 


child, rather than his trueſt and higheſt intereſt, 


Corel thy ſon while there is hope, and let not 
thy foul ſpare for bis crying: He that ſpareth, 


the rod, hateth his ſon; but be that loveth bim, 


chaſteneth bim betimes. Nor can we imagine a 


more lively commentary on the words than the 


melancholy ſtory of Eli, who, though he was a 
very eminent ſaint in a degenerate age, yet erred 

here, and by a fatal indulgence brought ruin, as 
well as infamy, on himſelf and his SEE He 


re proved the abominable wickedneſs of his ſons; 
but did not make uſe of thoſe ſevere methods, 


which in ſuch a caſe the authority of a parent 
might have warranted, and the office of a judge 


did undoubtedly require, Obſerve the ſentence 
which Gop pronounced againſt him for it, and 


which he executed upon him in a very awful 
manner. The Lord ſaid unto Samuel, Behold, 
I will do' a thing in Iſrael, at which both the- 
ears of every one that heareth it ſhall tingle: 


In that day I will perform againſt Eli all things 


_. which I have ſpoken concerning his houſe When 


I begin, I will alſo make an end. For I have 
told him that I will judge his houſe for ever, for 


the. TOP which he knoweth; becauſe his ſons > | 
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7 de tons: vile, and he end them 
not: And therefore I have ſworn unto the houſe 


of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli's houſe ſhall not | 


be purged with ſacrifice nor offering for ever. 
Take heed, I entreat you, as you love your 


children, as you love yourſelves, that it may not 


be ſaid of you, that your's have made themſelves 
vile, and you have, neglected to reſtrain them. 
Let mothers, in particular take heed, that they 


do not, as it were, ſmother their children in 


their embraces; as a French author ſmartly ex · 
preſſes it. And let me remind you all particu- 


larly to be cautious, that the arms of one parent, 


be not a refuge to the children from the reſent-- 
ment of the other. Both ſhould appear to act 


in concert, or the authority of the one will be 


deſpiſed, and probably the tndulgence of the 
other abuſed, and the mutual affection of both 
endangered. 

I CANNOT fo, that 1 enlarge on this ſubject 


. with pleaſure; but how could I have rates 


for the omiſſion of what is fo copiouſly and * 

 pathetically inculcated in the ſacred writings ? 
It is indeed probable, that the rugged and ſer- 
vile temper of the generalicy of the Jewiſh nati- 
on, might render a ſevere difcipline peculiarly 
neceſſary for their children; yet I fear, there are 
few of our families, where every thing of this 
kind can ſafely be neglected. But after all, 1 
would by no means drive matters to extremities; 
and therefore cannot perſuade myſelf to diſmiſs 
de head without A caution or two. T ws 
| at 


Tz dually worn off, which adds the greateſt ſting to 
what they ſuffer from a parent's hand. And 5 


between great and ſmall faults. The laws of 


ther of a citizen. You, on the contrary, ſhould. 
let your children ſee, that you know how to dif- 
tinguiſh between indiſcretion and wickedneſs ; 

and ſhould yourſelves appear moſt diſpleaſed, 


a man:“ They ſhould be uſed in a family, only 
(as the ſword in the republic) as the laſt remedy 


and then ſhould be ſo uſed, as that we 
may appear to imitate the compaſſion of our hea- 


grieve the children of men. 


| greatly Cautious, that correction be not inflicted 


in 
bk 
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that your e 1 hot too 2 or tos 4 
- ſevere-—and that they be not given in an onbe· 


comiog manner. 

Ir your catrections be tos. een 11 will - 
probably ſpoil much of the ſucceſs. Your chil- 
dren, like iron, will harden under repeated |} 
ſtrokes; and that ingenious ſhame will be gra= Wl 


| 
there will be this farther inconvenience attending 1 
it, that there will not be a due difference made, | 
Draco the Athenian, were juſtly rejected, becauſe 9 
they puniſhed all crimes alike, and made the IM 
ſtealing of an apple capital, as well as the mur- 


where you have reaſon to believe God is ſo. | = 
Non ſhovid your corrections at any time be 
too fevere. It is prettily ſaid by Dr. Tillotſon on 
this occaſion, © That whips-are not the cords of . 


when all others have been tried in vain 3  < - 


= * . — 


venly Father, who doth not afflict willingly, nor 


Waricn leads me to add, e we ſhould be Y 


10 


ta 


i at een manner: : ad it always i is ING 
when it is given in a paſſion. A parent's cor- 
15 * pong his child ſhould be regarded as an act of 
- domeſtic juſtice, which therefore ſhould be ad- 
miniſtered with a due ſolemaity and decorum; 
and to behave other wife on the occalion, is al- 
moſt as great an indecency, as for a judge to paſs 
| ſentence in a rage. It is injurious to ourſelves, 
as it tends to ſpoil our. own temper ; for peeviſh= 
{ neſs and paſſion will grow upon us, by Feing 
indulged towards thoſe who dare not oppoſe 
them: And it is on many accounts injurious to 
our children. Solomon intimates, that correcti- 
on and inſtruction ſhould be joined, when he 
fays, The rod and reproof give wiſdom, But 
what room is there for the ſtill voice of wiſdom 
to be heard in a ſtorm of fury? If your children 
ſee, that you act calmly and mildly; if they 
read parental tenderneſs in your heart, through 
an awful frown on your brow ; if they perceive 
that correction is your ſtrange work, a violence 
which you offer to yourſelves from a principle ot 
duty to Gop and affection to them; they muſt 
be obdurate indeed, if they do not receive it 
with reverence and love; for this is both 4 Ve- 
nerable and an amiable character. But if once 
they imagine, that you chaſtiſe them merely to 
vent your paſſion, and gratify your reſentment, 
they will ſecretly deſpite, and perhaps hate you 
for it: In that inſtance at leaſt, they will Jook _ 


upon you as their enemies, and may, by a con- 
| E nue 


Rh | 1 * 


tinged a af tuch ſeverities, e ſuch 4 


averſion, not only to you, but to all that you 
recommend to them. Thus you may loſe Your 


authority and your influence, dy the very me- 
thod you take to ſupport it, and may turn my 
wholeſome, though bitter medicine, into poiſon, - 


But 1 hope and cruſt, that your humanity and 
+ ._ your. prudence will concur to e ſo faral art , 
| abuſe, 3 


2. IT you defire foccels 5 in your attempts for 
the education of your children, you muſt 

be careful to fecure their affection to you. 
| Ova Lonp obſerves, that if any man ere 


applicable to the preſent caſe: The more your 
children love you, the more will they regard. 
vole inſtructions and admonitions. Go has in- 
deed made it their duty to love you, and the 


moſt indiſpenſible laws of gratitude require itz . 


yet ſince ſo many children are evjdently wanti 

in filial affection, it is certain that all this may 
not ſecure it in your's, unleſs you add a hs” 
obliging behaviour to all the other benefits yort 


have conferred upon them. I obſerved under a 


former head, that you ſhould addreſs them in an 
affectionate manner when diſeourſing on religious 
ſubjects; but now I add, that you ſhould carry 


the temper through life, and be daily endeavours _ 
ing to render yourſelves amiable to them. IT he 75 


Apoſtle cautions parents that they ſhould not 


provoke their children; to wrath, if they would 


8 bring” 


C 


- 
- =. 


him, he will keep his word; and the aſfertion iv -- 
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| briog 3 up in FLY nurture Mad 3 of 50% 
the Loxp : On the contrary, you ſheuld put on 
the kindeſt looks, you ſhould uſe the moſt en- 
dearing and condeſcending language; you ſhauld | 
overlook many lictle failings, and expreſs a high 
complacency i in what is really regular and laud- 
able in their behaviour. And though you muſt 
ſometimes over-rule their deſires, when i mp 
ently eager, yet far from delighting generally to 
-| croſs them, you ſhould rather ſtudy theirancli- 
nations, that you may furprize them with unex- 
5 pected favours. Thus will they learn guietly 
to refer themſelves to your care, and will more 
| eaſily ſubmit to mortification and denial, when 
it is not made neceſſary by clamourous and-i im- 
petuous demands. Op the whole, you ſhould 
endeavour to behave ſo, as that your children 
may love your company, ard of choice be much 
in it; which will preſerve them from innume- 
table ſnares, and miay furniſh you with many 
1 of forming their temper and be- 
aviour by imperceptible degrees, to what may 
;Ge Seger, amiable and excellent. | 
you manage theſe things with prudence, 
© need not fear, that fuch condeſcenſions, as 
* ws now recommended, will impair your au- 
tk ori far from that, they will rather eſtabliſh 
| The ſuperiority of your parental character 
| we; be maintained in the midſt of theſe indut- 
gences ; and when it is thus attempered, it is 


| moſt likely to FEE that mixture of reverence 
| - and. 


N * 


, 4 * 
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=_ 


BY 7 v1. Os 
and — 5 by wbick the obedicxice of a child is, 
to be, diſtinguiſhed. from that of a ſlave. . 

Lou muſt be ſolicitous to keep your chil» 
ren out of the way of temptation, if you | 
would ſee the ſucceſs of your care in their 
education. 5 

Ir you are not on your W here, you will 
"E ae throw down what you have built, and 
uild up that which you have been endeavouring 
io deſtroy.” An eazly care mult be taken to keep 
f them from the. occaſions, and the very appear» 
* BK ances of evil. We would not venture their in- 
* fant ſteps on the brink of a precipice on which 
grown perſuns, who know how to adjuſt the 
poiſe of their bodies, may walk without extrem 
danger. More hazardous might it be, to allo? i 
them to trifle with temptations, and boldly. 8 | 
venture to the , utmoſt limits of that which is 
lawful. And early tenderneſs of conſcience may 3 
be a great preſervative ; and the exceſs of ſtrict- 
neſs (though no exceſs be deſirable,) may prove] 
much ſafer than an exceſs of liberty, 
Bap company is undoubtedly one of the moſt 


as formidable and -pernicious entanglements. By * Þ 
v- forming friendſhips with perſons of a vicious ö il 
ſh character, many a hopeful youth has learnt their IM 
ter ways, and found a fatal ſnare to his foul, You JM 
at- U ſhould be very watchful to prevent their con- 
is | tracting fuch dangerous friendſhips ; and where 
ace you diſcover any thing of that kind, ſhould en- 1 
% fravour, by all 9 and endearing methods, = 
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vicious practices. 
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perſiſt, you mult reſolve to cut the knot you 


| *Eannoruntie,. and let your children know, they - 
muſt either renounce their aſſociates, or their pa- 
rents. 
have prevented the ruin of multitudes, who have 
fallen a ſacrifice to the importunities of wicked 


One reſolute ſtep of this kind might 


companions, and the weak indulgence of im- 


\ 


- prudent parents; who have contented themſelves 


with blaming, what ny: ought Menne o 


have redreſſed. 


ALL bad company is, in chis reſpect, formi- | 


_ Gable; but that 1s moſt evidently ſo, which. is ta 


be fund at home. 


your children, by pernicious opinions, or by 
This is a caution which 


ſhould be particularly remembered, in the caſe 
of ſervants, 
your families ſuch as may diffuſe infection rhro' 


the ſouls of your dear offspring. It is a thouſand. 
times better to put up with ſome inconyeniences 
. and diſadvantages, when you have reaſon to be- 


lieve a ſervant fears Gob, and will from a prin- 


ciple of conſcience be faithful in watching over 
your children, and in ſeconding your. religious 
care in their edueation; than to prefer ſuch, as 
While they are, perhaps, managing. your tempo- 


ral affairs ſomething better, may pervert wu 


children to the ſervice oF the devil. T fear, 


Fare cn * 


Uh 


Great care ought therefore 
to be taken, that you admit none into your fa- 
_ milies, who may debauch the tender minds of 


Take heed you do not bring into 


OME . 
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2 little thinks; 18 0 mas deter niſckl * 
theſe baſe creatures ate doing. ' Andqit is ver, 
poſſible, that if ſome of you recollect what o] 
may have obſerved among the companions ob 
of your childhi6od, you may find inſtances: of 1 OY 
this nature, which riper years have not ſince _ 
given you opportunity to diſcover. * See to it 
therefore, that you be: diligently on your: guard F 
here, 85 
Act,: If you 0 your chien to places 
of education, be greatly cautious in your choice 
of them. Dearly will you purchaſe the greateſt _ 
advantages for learning, at the expenſe of thos 
of a religious nature. And 1 will turn out of 
my way to add, that ſchool- maſters and tutors 
will have a dreadful account to give, if they are 
not faithfully and tenderly ſolicitous for the ſouss 
of thoſe committed to their care. The Lonn 
pardon our many defects here, and quicken us We 
to greater diligence and zeal But to return: * 
Give" me leave only to add, that it is of the 
higheſt importance, if you would not have- all 
your labour. in the education 6f your children- 
loſt, that you. ſhould be greatly cautious with 1 
regard to\their ſertlement'1 in the world. Aps. 


prenticeſhi and marriages, into irreligious a- 
milies, have been the known ſources of innu- 


mecable evils. - They, who have expoſed 1 73 1 
fouls of their children to apparent danger, for 
the ſake of ſome ſecular advantages, have often e 
lived to ſee them draun ade. to e ruin 

Sen. III. 8 . e 
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ere Thus their. own: 1 has rem 
bly corrected them: TY And 1 . heartily. pray. that 
the Gop of this world may never be Permitteg 
thus to blind your eyes; but that you, my friend; 


may learn, from the calamities of other families, 


that wholeſome leſſan, which, if you neglect it, 
ge may perha 2s SER earn i om eu 


5 1 5 


8 Set to it, that you caps your admoni- 


tions by a ſuitable example, if you Ae 
on the whole that Shay: ſhould Prove uſcfol 
to your children. 

A CONSCIOUSNESS. of the irregularity of: our 
pwn. behaviour, in any remarkable. inſtances 
which may fall under their obfervation, will pro- 
— bobly abate much of that force ee 
with which we might otherwiſe addreſs them. 
When we know they may juſtly retort upon us, 
at leaſt in their minds, thoſe words of the apof- 


ſeir 8 vel as their FORE 1 72 


2 * 2 


tle, thou that teacheſt another, teacheſt thou 


not thyſelf? Surely a ſenſe of gvile and of ſhame 
uſt either entirely ſilence vs, or at leaſt impair 
that freedom. and confidence, with which e 
| wight otherwiſe have exhorted or rebuked. 

On had we ſo much compoſure and — 3 8 


28 10. put on all the forms of innocence and vir⸗ 


tue, could we expect regard, when our actions 
contradicted our diſcourſes, or hope they ſhould 
tr verence inſtructions, which their, teachers 
_ wow to . tn; in the gene- 


15 i 6 | „ 


1 e there i 25 e t p 
tory in example, beyond the-force ol the moſt” _ 

elegant and ee words; and the mee St 3 
of parents has often a particular weight with their 

children; which ſeems to be alluded to in be 
exhortation of St. Paul, Be ye followers (or imi- 
tators) of Gad, as dear ene 80 that W 
the whole, as a very celebrated writer well ex 1 
9 Preſſes ir, * To give children good inſtruction, 

and a bad example, is but beckoning to them 
Does the hand to ſhew them the way to heaven, 


* 


ES 


* 


: while we take them by che hand and lead them E . 
. in the way to hell.. We ſhould molt. 2 


ly concur in David's reſolution; as ever we . 
= our families ſhould be religious and happy? 
IJ will bebave-my/elf wiſely in a pe fes way; 7 BF 
will 75 45 wil bin e ee per fes 5 
5 HEERFULLY accept of all proper aſſilt ; 
ances in the education of your a dren * 1 

4 -- you deſire it may ſucceed wel. 
I würbe your wiſdom to accept of *. aſiſt- 
ance, which may be offered, either from books * 
or friends. Books may in this 'reſpe& be very "3 
uſeful to you 3 b book of Gop above all ; bo 


- 


Ocher writings may be Fab ſonnets. to. 3 J 
* 8 Wiſe and pious treatiſes on the ub ⸗ A 

_ jeQ of education may be read with great pleas 2 
a | ſure and advantage; and you may receive: Ga I 
1 7 Sele aſſiſtance hom ind catechiſms, and 0 15 A 4 
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ey and ſongs fan children) ate which: e 4 5 
your families are now furniſhed, through the | 
condeſcenſion of one valuable friend” in writing 


Fe E them, and the generoſity of another in bedening 


them upon us. I hope you will expreſs your | 
thank fulneſs to both, by a diligent care to uſe 
them; and I perſuade myſelf, hat you and yours 
may abundantly find your account in them; for 
while the language is ſo plain and eaſy, that even 
an infant may underſtand it, you will ofted find 
not only a propriety, but a ſtrength and ſubli- 


4 4s — in the ſentiments, which may be improv- 


o perſons of advanced capacities. There is 
4 of that milk, by which ove men may be 
. entertained and nouriſhed. 
T av, that in this i impotent works you hos 7 
_ gladly embrace the aſſiſtance of pious and pru- 
dent friends. I can by no means approve that 
Lacedemooian law, which gave every citizen a 
power of correcting his neighbour's. children, 
and made it infamous for the parent to complain 
of it: Yer we muſt all allow, that conſidering 
the great importance of education, a concern for 
the happineſs of families and the public, will 
require a mutual watchfulneſs over each. other in 


I this reſpect: Nor is there any imaginable rea- 


ſon to exclude this from the number of thoſe. 
heads on which we are to admoniſh one another, 


and to conſider en an to . unto 1 
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that chey E by a ; 
Such a--refled tion, 2 


affection 20 their öffspring. b 
: might engage chem at leaſt patiently, or rather „ 
„ e to hear the ſentiments and: receive, ' 7 
— the admonitions of their friends By this bead. 3 
But. inſtead of this, there. is in many people 4 «i 1 
I Kind of patental pride, (if I may be allowed the 4 
expreſſion). which ſeldom fails to exert. itſelf on © ha 4 
ſuch an occaſion . They are ſo confident in re . 8 74 


- 
__ 
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27s AI nd do ſo majeſterially „ 5 1 
n of others, e one would almaſt ere, 0 


nature had given to ths: parent: A certain haz 45 1 . 
| of infallible — — for the management of! wr. - 
7 Or. that, af Ley thaught otherwiſe, . 2 wy 
choſe. their childr: 3 


arrogance only rendered the parents ar 4 

culous, one ſhould not need to be greatly con- 
5 cerned. about it ; eſpecially as their high com- "ol 
I placency in themſelves would make them z 
SE 3 8 | 


a 


ge hink oc 5 of them 5 3 


5 + of ng generation, it willappear a | 
= very. ſerious evil, well wortky a particular men- 
g' ular care to againſt 1 We” "2 
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of education, T N myſelf y. you. will 64 * 
__ wiſe as thankfully to embrace it, both in public 1 
And private ; and let me urge you to improve it 
15 Bp the utmoſt, Accuſtom yopr children to an 
. early conſtancy and ſeriouſneſs in attending di- 
1 vine ordinances, and be often yourſelves engui- 
. ting, and give us leave ſometimes to enquite how 
. they advance i in acquaintance with * = ; 
+ in | hve to it. e gene! irs wh Jer them 


g ne bill Aa hit, 23 In thoſe ie 1 nd 
5 formerly fixed; and as T am now introducing i it 
among you, with an intention to continue it as 
long as I am capable of public ſervice, 1 promiſe | 
. myſelf your moſt happy concurrence in it. 1 
will not at large infiſt on the advantages which - 
may attend i... You eaſily ſee, that it will be an 
engagement to the children to learn thoſe excel - 
ent ſummaries of divine truth, when their pro- 
5 Fgreſs in them is ſo often examined: By repeating 
f It themſelves, and hearing it rehearſec by 6 others, 
? It will be more deeply fixed upon their memo- 
Ties: The expoſition of it in a plain and familiar 
manner may much improve their underſtandings 
An the doctrines and duties of religion: And I 
Will add, you who are parents may, by attending 
09 l e e NR mething as 
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vou may ſucceſsfuliy practiſe at home. In con- 

ſequence of all, we may hope; that, by the divine 

_ bleſſing, ſome, good impreſſions may be made on . Eo” — 

the minds of children. And, when they find a 

_ miniſter willing to take pains to inſtruct them; — 

vVvhen they hear im ſeriouſſy and tenderly pleading 0 wy A 

© with them, and pleading with Gon for them, it maß il 

much engage their affections to him, and ſo pro; if 

mote his uſefulneſs among them, in other 4 1 

ces, and in future years. And 1 me leave to ſax i 

vpon this head, that as no wiſe and good miniſterT 

3 will think it beneath him, to deſire the affection 

| of the children of his congreg tion; ſo it is the 

; duty of parents to cheriſh in their offspring, ſen- if 

N timents of reſpect and love to all the Hichlul 

3 miniſters of CHRIST, and eſpecially towards . - i 

cdhoſe who ſtatedly labour among them. What- — 

ever miſtakes you may diſcover in our conduct, | 

h or whatever deficiencies in our public mini i 
a | tions, you ſhould ſtudy to conceal” them from 
che notice of your children; leſt they ſhould 
grow up in contempt of thoſe, whoſe ſervices © 
3 might otherwiſe be highly advantageous to them. 
5, Wm > >LasTLY; Be earneſt in prayer to Gop for - 


3 bis bleſſing on your attempts in the educa- _ 
ar tion of your children, if your deſire to ſee 

Ys them ſucceſsful. <4 
A u I would leave widi you as porn elt . "2 Y 
g "ue; and though. I have had frequent occaſion y 1 
to 00 n at ĩt uns, I would, now more N 28 1 
2 1 on tos *. 


On him therefore mult you fi 
di teach you ſo to conceive of divine things, and 
ſo to expreſs your conceptions of them, as may 
bde moſt ſuited to the capacities, 
and the circumſtances of yoor children; and to 
bim you muſt look to teach them to profit: by 
all, by his almighty grace to open their ear unto 
diiſcipline, ane © Soar: their beat unto. under 
25 Ganding. 5 
© A HEATHEN poet. po ack the Romans, Rog 
2 form of public and ſolemn devotion, to look 
up to heaven for influences from thence, to form 
ttzßheir youth to the love and practice of virtue. 
SGiaurely you, my friends, are under much greater 
+ obligations to do it, and that in a chriſtian. mans 
ner; earneſtly entreating the Gon of grace, to 
| ſend down. on your riſing offspring the effuſions 
which was purchaſed by 
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it is He ho has formed the mind and the tongue, 
and who teaches man knowledge and addreſs... 


3 


of that bleſſed ſpirit, 


the blood of Cazrisr, and is. depoſited. in his 
compaſſionate hand. If you haye taſted that 
=— the Lonp is gracious, you are daily living on 
=. thoſe ſupplies; let it be your conſtant errand at 
tze throne of grace, to plead for your children 
there. Wreſtle with God in ſecret, for the life 
of their ſouls, and for thoſe regenerating. influ- 
ences on which it depends; and in thoſe family _ 


are not nenen. 7 
let 


: OS: Which I a you 0 


Oh EY 
o © 
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| larly ufge it on hour attentive re e Sog 8 
tte author of every good and every perfect gifts. 


x your dependance,, 


the diſpolicipos, 
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5 let 115 little: ones, en a calieft infancy; . 
have a ſhare in your remembrance. Tou may 
humbly hope, that He, by whoſe encourage 
ment and conn mand you pray, will nor ſuffer 
_ thele ſupplications to be like water ſpilt upon 
the ground: and, in the nature of things, it may 
tend to make ſerious impreſſions on the minds 
of your children, to hear their own caſe menti- 
oned in prayer, and may diſpoſe them with great- 
er regard, to attend on what you ſay to them, 
when they find you ſo frequently, ſo ſolemnly, 
and ſo tenderly pleading with Gop for them, - 
'DovsT. not that every faithful miniſter of 
Cnnter will moſt heartily concur with you, in 
ſo great and neceſſary a requeſt. May Gob re- 
turn to our united addreſſes an anſwer of peacel 
May he pour out bis ſpirit on our ſeed; and bit 
bleſſing on our offspring, that they may grow up 
before him as willows by the water courſes ; that 
they may be to their parents for a comfort, to the 
_ church for a ſupport, and to our LY Ir. 4 
nenen e AM E Ye 
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vill nor depart fr 


5 this e 


br education, I have all along en- | 
5 5 deavoured, according to my 
gd - uſual manner, to make my diſ- 
eee courſes as practical as I could. | 
While I was deſcribing and re- 
| _ Commending. the way, and offering my advices, Y 
with regard to the manner of conducting chil- : 
_ dren into it, moſt of what I faid under th h 
| genes was an application to you. I hi 


| e left myſelf the Jeſs to do here; 7. 
Was not dee to conelude my diſcourſes 0! 
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_ atm A ds addreſs t to ny * | 2 
| ers, according to N different idee 3 1 
characters In fer +. ö¶́ 
1 promiſed as my. 7 and laſt gene- _—_— 
ral, and I enter on it without farther preface: 
humbly begging, that Gob, who has ſo inti «» 
mate an acceſs to all our hearts, would enable 
me to ſpeak in the moſt awakening and edifying 
manner; and that he would by his bleſſed ſpirit, 

apply it to your conſciences, that it may be as 
a nail faſtened in a ſure place; that hearing ane 
knowing theſe things for yourſelves, ade yu = 
© hear. and know them for your good. „ 
I Wovro here particularly. addreſs my 5 el N 
firſt to parents, then ro children—and in the 
laſt place, to thoſe young perſons who are grown 
up to years of maturity, but not yet fixed in 
families of their own, _ . 
1 Lr me addreſs my Acc to Hole! of A 
ben who are parents; whether you net i 

en negligent of the duties I have now - 
been urging, or through grace have been 

careful in the diſcharge of them. 
1. To thoſe who have been groſsſy negligent 3 
in this important care. ts 
I nave here one advantage not common to i 
every ſubject; I mean, that the guilty will im ö 
mediately know themſelves. When we” apply _ iſ 
_ -ourſelves in general to unconverted ſinners, ig- -- 4 q 
norance of the nature of true religion, a neglece˖e 
0. Sonverfing with Pur; own * or the mi- _ 
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Now let your collfeleriach ben, ces: 1 : 
am guilty of a breach of charity, when I take it 
for granced, that there are ſome among you who 


have been, and are, very negligent of the duty 


I have now been enforcing ? You have probably | 


conrented yourſelves with reaching your children 
to read, and ſetting them'to learn, like parrots, 
a prayer, and, perhaps too, 3 catechiſm and a 


creed. But I appeal to your conſciences, Have 
you from the very day of their birth to this time, 
ever ſpent one hour in ſeriouſly inſtructing them 

in the knowledge of Gop, and endeavouring to 


form them to his fear and ſervice; in ſetting be- 
fore them the miſery of their natural condition, 


and urging them to apply to Cunrisr for life and 
| ſalvation ; in repreſenting the ſolemnities of 


death, and jodginent, and the eternal world, 
and urging an immediate and diligent prepara- 


tion for them? Where is the time, where the 
place, that can witneſs, that you have been 
5 e out JO fouls before Gop on their 
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e prctodiies af felf 100 may Aiſpuile he FT. 
true ſtate of the caſe, and teach people to ſpeak 2 
_ peace to themſelves, under the moſt awful de- 
nunciations of wrath and vengeance. But here, 
one would imagine, that the recollection of 4 
few moments might be ſufficient to determine 
the caſe; becauſe the queſtion relates to paſt fact, 
and that not merely to one particular action, Sa 
but to a long train and ſucceſſion of labours and : 


e 100 Apredling with Fan e CTR 


knowing they muſt periſn for ever, without the: _— 


righteouſhels: of his Sow, and the grace of his 5 


Spitzer? Where, or when, have you thus prayed 


| with them, of for them? What ſermon; have 
you heard, what. ſcripture have you read, with 
" F this thought, This will I carry to my children, 


and communicate to them as the food of their 


ſauls ? I fear there are ſeveral of you who have | 


been ſo far from doing it, that you have hardly 
ever ſeriouſſy thought of it as a thing to be done. 

 Anp I would aſk, Why have you not thought 
of it, and why have you not done it? Are theſe: 


creatures that you have produced like the 
5 other animals of your houſes or your field, mere 
ahimated ſyſtems of fleſh and blood, made 10 


take a turn in life for a few days and months, 


and then to ſink into everlaſting forgetfulneſs ? 
Or are they rational and. e le, creatures. 


that muſt exiſt for ever in heaven, or in hell? 


This is not a matter of doubt with you; and yet 


you behave, as if. the very contrary to what you: 

believe were evident, certain truth. In ſhort, it 

is the moſt barbarous part you act, and more 

2 like that of an enemy than a parent, 

- Irx is not that you are inſenſible of the works... 
ings of parental tenderneſs. No, far from that : it 
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may perhaps ſometimes riſe to a weak and crimi- 
nal dotage; yet I repeat it again, you are acting 
a hoſtile and barbarous part. You are greatly ſo—- 
licitous for their cpa, OS: For this. © 


x} vou OILS and watchs PO this you Hear your. 1 50 
| ſelves many an enjoyment, and ſubject yourſelves 
to many an vneaſy- circumſtance: But, alas! 
Sirs, where is the real friendſhip of all this, 
while the precious ſoul is neglected? Your chil- 
dren are born with a corrupted nature, pervert- 
ed by ſinful examples, ignorant of Gov, in a 
ſtate of growing enmity to him, and, in con- 
ſequence of all, expoſed to his wrath and curſe, 
and in the way to everlaſting ruin: In the mean 
time it is your great care, that they may paſs 
through this|precarious, momentary life, in caſe 
and pleaſure, perhaps in abundance and gran- 
deur; that bs,” in. ſuch. circumſtances, as will 
Probably lull them into a forgetfulneſs of their 
2 ll there be no more hope. How cruel 
a kindneſs ! | | 
Ir brings to my AE the account which an 
ancient writer gives of the old Carthagenians, 
which I can never recolle& without great emo- 
tion. He is ſpeaking of that diabolical cuſtom 
which ſo long prevailed among them, cf offering 
their children to a deteſtable idol, which was 
formed in ſuch a manner that an infant put into 
his hands, which were ſtretched out 'to receive 
it, would immediately fall into a gulf of fire. 
; He adds a circumſtance, which one cannot men- 
tion without horror; that the mothers, who with _ 
their own hands preſented the little innocents, 
- thought it an unfortunate omen that the victim 
e be offered a ; and therefore uſed 
a great. 
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4 great many fond artifices to divert it, that 
ſoothed by the kiſſes and careſſes of a parent, it 


might ſmile in the dreadful moment in which it 
was to be given up to the idol, Pardon me, 
my friends; ſuch is your parental care and love; 
ſuch your concern for the preſent eaſe and prol- 


perity of your children, while their ſouls are 


neglected: A fond ſolicitude, that they may 


paſs ſmiling into the hands of the deſtroyer! 
Lou know, with what juſt ſeverity Gop rec- 
kons with the Iſraelites for their abominable 
- wickedneſs, in taking his ſons and his daughters 
(for fo he calls the children of his profeſſing 


people) and ſacrificing them to be devoured : 
And can you ſuppoſe, he will take no notice - 
the unnatural neglect of your's ? Not to endea- 
vour to fave, is to deſtroy; and is it a little guilt, / 
when an immortal foul is in queſtion ? You pro- 


bably remember thoſe tetrible words in Ezekiel; 


(may they be deeply inſcribed on the hearts of 


all. whom they concern!) Son of man, I have 


made thee à watchman to the houſe of Jracel, 
therefore bear thou the word from my mouth, and 
give them warning from me; and if thou ſpeakeſt 
not to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to 


ve bis life, the ſame wicked man ſhall die in 
bis iniquity, but bis blood will I require at thine 


band. If ever you read this paſſage with at- 


tention, you muſt own it is exceedingly aw- 


ful, and muſt be ready to ſay, The Lozxp be 


' merciful to - miniſters! they have folemn ac- 
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edunt to give.” | Indeed they have" an - 
thank you, if you ever-beſtow a compallionate 
thought and prayer upon vs. But permit me 
to remind you, and though it be our caſe, it is 
5 our's alone; you have likewiſe your ſhare in 
Your children are much more immediately 
pet Baba to your care, than you and they are 
committed to our's; and, by all parity of reaſon, 
if they periſh in their iniquities, while you neg- 
1e& to give them warning, their blood will be 
| required at your hand. | 
Ap when Gop comes to make Ace 
ſor that blood, how will you be able to endure 
it? That awful day will open upon you, and 
the tribunal of Gop, in all its terrors, will ſtand 
_ unveiled before you. Give me leave to dire& 
\ Jour. eyes to it in this diſtant proſpect, while 
thee is yet room to mitigate thoſe terrors. If 
you go on in this cruel negligence of the ſouls 
if your children, how will you dare to meet 
them at that judgment-feat ? How will you be 
able to anſwer the great FaTars of ſpirits, wherr -- 
expoſtulating with you on account of his off- 
ſpring, as well as your's, who have been betray- 
a! and ruined by your negle& ? © Inhuman 
creatures,” (may He juſtly ſay) „to whom 
ſhould I have committed the care of them, ra- 
ther than to you ? Did chey. not, by ny ap- 
pointment, derive their being from you? Did 1 
not implant in your hearts the natural affections 


of e towards thera ? And to increaſe the 
; 3 
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les did FR not paſs through- the. ten- 
der ſcenes of infancy and childhood in your 
arms, and under your eye? If you had no com- 
Paſſion for their periſhing ſouls, if you would 
exert no efforts for their deliverance-and falvati- 


on, from whom could thoſe compaſſions, thoſe 


efforts have been expected? But wherein did 
they appear? Behold the book of my remem- 
brance, the records of thy life, thrown open be- 


fore thee: Where is the memorial of one hour 


ſpent in holy inſtruction, or in fervent prayer 
with them, or for them? Can | approve, can [I 
acqui: you on ſuch a review? Or ſhall I not ra- 
ther viſit for theſe things, and ſhalt not my ſoul 
be avenged for ſuch a conduct as this?“ | 

Ad your chitdren—will they be Glent on th 
occaſion ? Did Adam, in the diftreſs and amaze 
ment of his ſoul, when in the prefence of hag 


Fudge, accuſe Eve his wife, ſo lately taken from ; 


his fide, and committed to his protection; and 
ſtill, no doubt, appearing lovely in the midff of 6 
. forrow | ? and wil] your children in that terrible 


day ſpare you? You may rather expect, they \ 


will labour to the utmoſt to aggravate a crime. 
| which coſts them ſo dear, that ſo they may, if 
poſſible, alleviate their own guilt, or if not, in- 
dulge their revenge. O0 Gov,” (may they 
perhaps then cry out in the molt piercing accents 
> indignation and deſpair) © thou art righteous 
in the ſentence thou paſſeſt upon us, and we 


* die for our own iniquity, We tave de- 
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tit had perhaps been prevented. Had our infan- 


might not, in the advance offlife, have deſpiſed 
thy word, and tranpled on thy ſon ; but might 


&  proachable diſtance. Oh! curſed be the father 


/ curſed the paps that gave us ſuck! Remember 
us, O Lord, whilſt thou art judging them; and 
punity that they have betrayed our ſouls!” “ 


| | guage; and for that very reaſon, it is ſo much 
| / the more probable on ſo dreadful an occaſion. 
'/ friends, and I will conclude the head. If your 
children were thus crying out againſt you in the 


the riches and grandeur: in which you left them 


> & * 7 
£ e p 
> WS 2 258 8 ö > % 
» > 


4 


ſtroyed ourſelves. But wilt thou not remember, 
that our ruin is in part chargeable here? Had 
theſe our parents been faithful to thee, and to us, 


cy been formed by religious inſtruction, we 
might not have grown: up to wickedneſs ;* we 


this day have been owned by thee as thy chil- 
dren, and have riſen to that inheritance of light, 
and glory, which we now behold at this unap- 


who begat us; curſed the wombs that bare us; 
let us have this one wretched comfort, in the 
midſt of all our agonies, that it is not with im- + 


Tuts is indeed ſhocking and diabolical lan- 
And give me leave to aſk you one queſtion, my 


bitterneſs of their ſouls, could you attempt to 
ſilence them, by geminding them of the care 
which you took of their temporal affairs, or of 


on earth? Nay, could you have the heart ſo 
much ag#o mention ſuch a trifle? And if yon 
could not, then, in the name of Gop, Sirs, 8 
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do you ſatisfy yourſelves to confine. all- your 
thoughts and labours to that, which, by your 


own confeſſion, will neither ſecure your children | 
from everlaſting deſtruction, nor give them one 


moment's relief 1 in the review, when they are 


falling into it? 
I wiLL make no apology for the plainneſs, 


| "aa earneſtneſs, which I have uſed. Eternal in- 


tereſts are at ſtake, and the whole tenor of ſcrip- 
ture ſupports me in what I ſay. T had rather 
you ſhould be alarmed with hearing theſe things 
from me now, than tormented with hearing | 
them in another manner from your children, and 
from Gop at laſt. If you pleaſe to take proper 
meaſures for preventing the danger, I have told 
you the way at large: If you do not, I hope I 
may ſay, I am in this ceſpect clear from your _ 
blood, and the blood of your 'S, who may periſh RG 
by your means: Look you to it.” _ — 
Bur it is high time that I proceed i in my ad- | 


dreſs, and apply myſelf, 


2. To thoſe parents, who have been careful - 
to diſcharge the duty, we have ſo 9 5 
deſcribed and inforced. I 
I canwor ſuppoſe, that any of us would pre- 
tend to maintain, that in this, or any other 
branch of duty, we have acted up to the utmoſt 
extent and perfection of our rule. I hope anhum- 


ble ſenſe of the deficiencies of all the beſt of our 2 
5 ſervices, is frequently leading us to the believing 


WS of a better righteouſneſs than our own, in 
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which alone we can dare to appear before a holy 


+ Gop, and anſwer the demands of his perfe& law. 
Nevertheleſs, it is ſurely allowable to rejoice in 
the teſtimony of our conſcience, with regard to 
the regularity of our on behaviour, fo far as it 
is conformable to reaſon and ſcripture; and it 


is an important duty, thankfully to own thoſe 


influences of ſanctifying and firengthening grace, [ 


by which we are what we are. 


Ir is with great pleaſure I recolle& the reaſon 


IF have to believe, that many of you, chriſtians, 


. who hear me this day, are in the main, conſci- 

entiouſly practiſi ing theſe duties; and that ſome 
of you were doing it long before I was capable 
of exhorting and directing you. Acknowledge . 


the ſingular goodneſs of Gop, by which you have 
been excited to them, and furniſhed for them. 


Moxe eſpecially have you reafon to adore it, 
if through grace you can ſay, with regard to 
the preſent ſucceſs, what you may certainly fay, 
as to the future recompence, that your labour in 


the Lonp is not in vain. Let Gop have the 
glory of his own work. I perſuade myſelf, you 


underſtand the goſpel too well, to aſcribe it to 
the prudence of your own conduct, to. the 


ſtrength of your reaſoning, or to the warmth 
and tenderneſs of your addreſs. Whatever of 


| theſe advantages you have poſſeſſed, were derived 


from God ; and your very care for your offspring 
1s, (as the apoſtie expreſſes it in a like caſe) the 


earneſt care which Gop has put into your hearts. 


But it was not this care, or theſe advantages 


alone, £ 


lone, that produced ſo happy an effect. In 
vain had your doctrine from day to day dropped 
as the rain, and diſtilled as the dew, in the moſt 
gentle and inſinuating manner; in vain had the 
precious ſeed of the word been ſown with un 
wearied diligence, and watered with tears too; 
had not God commanded the operations of his 
bleſſed ſpirit to come down, as a more efficacious 
rain, as more fruitful ſhowers to water their hearts. I 
Oh! be. not inſenfible of the favour, Your = 
own ſouls might to this-verv day, have been a = 
| barren wilderneſs, a land of drought, an habita- 
X tion of devils; and behold, not only they, but 
pour families too, are like a field, like a garden, 9 
* ll which the Lonxd has bleſſed. God might have | 
; cut you off many years ago, for your neglect of 
his covenant, or your breaches of it; and be- 
hold, he is eſtabliſhing it, not only with you, 
but your ſeed after you, for an everlaſting cove- 
nant. Methinks your hearts ſhould overflow with IM 
gratitude and holy joy, while you dwell on ſuen 
reflections as theſe. This ſhould add a reliſhto 
all the pleaſure you find in converſing with your 
children: This ſhould quicken you to a farther 
_ diligence in cultivaring thoſe graces, which you 
have the ſatisfaction to ſee already implanted : - 
This ſhould reconeile you to all the affliftions, 
with which Providenee may exerciſe, either you 
or them: This ſhould ſupport you in the view 
of a ſeparation, either by your own death, or 
theirs; ſince you have ſo comfortable a 3 | 
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that if they are wn Es will go 
venly Father, and that if they are left behind you, 
they will be ſafe and happy under his care, till 
you meet in a better world, where you will be 
for ever to each other a mutual glory and joy. 


ſion, without the danger of adding affliction to 


* 


. . 3 a A 43 * 
. 3 A 828 oo. NY 
* „ 35 6 OF RE 
4 . * * 9 ® * 
1 
6 *:7 a 
. 


4 
) ! 1 I » > : 
4 as * 
k J I % 
" 4 K s : ” 2 7 * . 1 
, " 7 - * P 
wig ut * 
- 
94 6 "4% 
- 


Bur I cannot congratulate you on this occa- 


the afflicted parents, whoſe circumſtances,/alas ! 


are far different from your's. I fear, my friends, 5 | 
that there are ſome among you, who logk. round 


you, and look forwards, with far different prof 


pects; ſome who are, with bleeding hearts, bor- 
rowing the complaint, which we who are miniſ- 


ters of the goſpel, ſo frequeatly breathe forth, 


We bave laboured in vain, and ſpent our ſtrength 
Oh!“ (may you perhaps add) 
« that it were only | in vain ! thoſe dear children, 
which we early devoted to Gop in baptiſm, 


for naught.” 


which we endeavourcd to educate in the know- 


ledge and fear of the Logo, the children of our 


hopes, the children of our prayers, are unfruitful 


unto all our cultivation, or, it may be, viſibly 


turned aſide from the good ways in which they 


were trained up; as if they had known them 
only to reject and affront them: So that, we have 
reaſon to fear, that all we have done, as it is an 


aggravation of their guilt, will be a proportional 


aggravation of their ruin.” 


IT is indeed a very pitiable caſe. We owe 


you our compaſſions, and we owe you our pray- 
ers; ot permit us to intermix our conſolations 
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to a lie. 
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and our 1 — 3 at leaſt deli- 


vered your own ſouls; and as you participate in 


the ſorrows of faithful miniſters, you may ſhare 


in their comforts too; and ſay with them, tho? 


the objects of our compaſſionate care. be not ga- 


8 thered; yet ſhall we be glorified, for our work 
is with the Lomb, and our reward with our Gop. 
| Go on therefore in the midft of all your diſcou- 
ragements, and, in this reſpect, be not weary 
in well-doing. Take heed of ſuch a deſpair, as 


would cut the ſinews of future endeavours, If 
your child were labouring under any bodily diſ- 


_ temper, you would be very unwilling that the 


phyſicians ſhould quite give him over, and try 
no farther medicines; You would follow them, 


and ſay, can nothing more be done? Is there 


not the lealt glimmering of hope ?” Alas! my 
friends, a child given up by a pious parent, is, 
to a believing eye, a much more melancholy 


ſight, than a parent given over by the phyſicians, 
Excuſe me then, if I follow you with the queſ- 
tion, © Can nothing more be done?“ Is there 


not the leaſt glimmering of hope?“ Who told 


you, that the ſentence of condemnation is ſealed, 
while you are ſure it is not executed, Is the 


danger extreme? Let your efforts be. fo much 
the more zealous, your admonitions ſo much 
the more frequent and ſerious, your prayers ſo 


much the more earneſt. and importunate And 


on the whole (to allude to the words of David, : 
on a much lower occaſion) Who ein tell whe= 
as ” ECT” 2 = 
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ther God win be gracious to you, that the ebild- 


7 may live? And the ſad apprehenſions which you 


now entertain, may only ſerve to-increaſe the joy 


with which you ſhalt then ſay, This my ſon 
Was dead, and i is alive again; be was loſt and = 


is found. 
II. I wovLD addiefs. my ſelf to children: To- 


you, the dear lambs of the flock, whom I 


look upon as no contemptible part of my 


charge, I have been {peaking for you a 


great while, and now give me leave to 


ſpeak to you; and pray do you endeavour, 
for a few minutes, to mind Yor word that 


1 180; 


\ You ſee, it is your parents guty to ping you _ 
up for Gop. The great Gop of heaven and 
earth has been pleaſed to give his expreſs com- 
mand, that you ſhould be trained up in the way 
in which you ſhould go, even in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lox D. It is the wonderful 
goodneſs of Gop to give ſuch a charge; and 
methinks you ſnhould be affected with it, and 
ſhould be enquiring what you ſhould do in re- 
turn. 
Now there are three things, which 1 Sl 
aſk of every one of you, in return for this gra- 
cious notice which the great Gop has taken of 
you children; and J am ture, if you love your 
Own ſouls, you will not deny me any of them 
Be willing to learn the things of Gop; pray for 


them who teach yon; and 1258 to it, vou do not 
learn 
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learn Ane i in vain. Liiſten ain oently; that you = 
7 may underſtand and remember SS of theſe. Be 
1. Bx willing to learn the things of G. 
Taz things of Gop are very delightful, and” 
they are very uſeful ; and,, whatever you may 
think of it, your life depends on your acquain- 
tance with them. So CHRIST, himſelf ſays, this is 
life eternal, that: they may know thee the only true 
_ Gop, and Jesus CHRIST, whom thou haſt ſent 
(Joh. xvii. 3.) Therefore, you children, ſhould 
not think much of the labour of learning theſe 
things. Oh! far from that, you ſhould be eve- 
ry day upon your knees, begging Gop that you 
may be taught to know him, and to know 
CurrsT. Gop has done a great deal more for 
you, than he has for many others. You might 
have been born in a. place, where you never 
would have ſeen a Bible in all your lives 15 
where you would never have heard the name of 
| Cur1sT, where you might never have been in- 
Z ſtructed in the nature of duty and fin, nor have | 
deen told of the world beyond the grave ;. and 
I fo would probably have fallen into Hell, before 
I vou had known there was ſuch a place. And 
1 we great Goo has ordered matters ſo, that you 
] are born under the light of the goſpel, and have 6 
f || fuch plain and ſuch excellent inſtruftions, tar 


r you may know more of divine things in your | 
I infancy, than the wiſe men among the heath- 
r en did, when they were old and grey- headed. 
ft aud had ſpent all their lives in as oy And will = 
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-you be ſo 3 2s not to be eg "2 


5 learn, when ſech proviſion is made for your in- = 
ſtruction? Gor forbid ! Shall Gop give you 
X Kis word, and your parents, and minifters - em- 


ploy: their time, and their pains, to teach you 
the meaning of 1 it, and will you refuſe to end 
to it? That were fooliſh, and wicked indeed, 
ll hope much better things of you. That is my 
=_ firſt advice: Be willing to learn. I add, NET 
= 2. Pray for thoſe who are to teach yo 3 
Il I woouLD hope, you little creatures, Gere not 
live without prayer. I hope Gop, who fees in 
| ſecret, ſees many of you on your knees every 
morning and every evening, aſking a bleſſing 
from him as your heavenly Father. Now let 
me intreat you, that at ſuch times you would 
pray for thoſe who inſtruct you in divine things; 
pray that Gop would bleſs them for it, and pray 
22 he would help them in it. In praying thus | 
for us, you do indeed pray for yourſelves. . There 
is 4 gracious. ee to the people of Gop ; 
And they ſhall be all taught of GOD: (John 
Vi. 45.) Pray, that it may be fulfilled. Pray, 
that Gop would teach us to teach you; elſe we 
ſhall attempt it to a very little purpoſe. Pray 
N for your parents, - and pray for your miniſters. 
_ © Pray for your parents: That Gob would t 
help them to inſtru& you in ſuch a manner as | * 
they have now been directed: That they may 8 
doo it plainly, fo that you may be able to under- oy 
=_ | 188 what _ fay ; ; aud ſeriouſiy, that you wy 
= be 
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be 1 to an BIS awe of Gas: 8 1 a 
ly. that you may be engaged to love Gop and. 
his word, and CnRISsT and his ways; and pray, 
that your parents, may be ſtirred up to do it fre: 


quently, to give you line upon line, and precept 


upon precepi, that you may be. Put in mind of 


what you are ſo ready to forget. | 
Anp let me deſire you, my dear Sia when | 


you pray. for your parents, to pray for your mi- 


niſters too. I declare it again in the moſt pub - 


lie manner, it is my earneſt deſire that children 


would pray for me. And I verily believe; every 
faithful miniſter of CazisT would join with me 


in ſuch a requeſt. We do not, we dare not, 


deſpiſe the prayer of one of theſe little ones, Far 
from that, I am perſuaded it would greatly re- 
vive and encourage us, and we ſhould hope Gon 
had ſome ſingular merey in ſtore for us, and his 
people, if we were ſure the children of the con- 
gregation were every day. praying for a bleſſing 
on our labours. 

3. Take heed that you do not learn in vain, 

Tus great truths which you are taught from 
the word of Gop, are not intended merely to 
fill your heads with notions, but to make your 


hearts and lives more holy. You know the way 


to your father's houſe every ſtep of it, but thar' 


5 would never carry you home, if I would not 


go in it. No more will it ſignify to know the 


way to heaven, unleſs we walk in it. , you 
know ihe things, lays the Lon Je esvs CHRIST 
1 12 *hunſelf, 


: {4 42 ig 
1 #; L 2 


bimſelf, Dadpy « are ve 57 ye FA ho And I. may 
add, that if ye do them not, it had been hap- 
pier for you, if you had never known them. 
Dear children, conſider it; it is But a little 
. white, and you muſt die: And when thoſe active 
bodies of yours are become cold, moulderin 
clay, the great Gop of heaven and earth ill 1 
call your ſouls to his judgment- ſcat. As ſure as 
you are now in this houſe, you will ſhortly, very 1} 
ſhortly, be ſtanding before his awful throne. 
Then he will examine, to what purpoſe you have 
heard fo many religious inſtructions, fo many 
good leſſons. Then he will examine, whether 
you have feared, loved and. ſerve him, and re- 
_ ceived the Lonp Ixsus into your hearts, as your 
| Saviour and your King; whether you have cho- 
!ù:iin fin or holinefs for your way, earth or heaven 
WM for your portion. And if it be found, that you 
have lived without thought, and vithout prayer, 
without any regard to the eye of Gop always 
upon you, and the word of Gop always before 
you, it will be a moſt lamentable caſe. Tou 
will have reafon to wiſh, you had never heard 
of theſe things at all; for he has ſaid, The ſer- 
vant that knew his Logy' s will, and lid it not, 
Hall be beaten with many ſtripes. Even while I 
 . am ſpeaking to you, death is coming on; per- 
= haps his feythe may cut you down, while you 
= are but coming up as flowers. I fpeak to you 
| thus plainly and earneſtly, becauſe I do not 
know bur you m be: in N before another 
>, Lon 8 
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Lins? relay.” O5 1 pray earneſtly, that Gor 
would give you his grace to fit you for glory; 


and that all you may be ſo bleſſed, that you 
may be made wie to tien by it. The Lonp | 


grant that it may 
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Ax I have one dung to tell you for your 
| encouragement, and then I have done with you 
for this time. How young ſoe ver you. are, and 
how broken ſoever your prayers may be, the 
great and glorious Logp. of angels and men, 

Will be willing to hear what you ſay. You fnay 
be ſure to be welcome to the throne of grace. 
'The'Lorp* Jesus CyrrsT, when he was u | 
;earth, was very angry with thoſe who would 


Wh have hindered little children from coming t 
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him: He ſaid, Safer little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not, for of fuch is the king - 
dom of GOD. And Canrsr i is as compaſſionate 
ino, as ever he was. Go to him as you may 
humbly hope, he will, as it were, take you up 
in his arms and bleſs you. He has ſaid it, and 
I hope you will never forget it ; Flove then that” 
love me, and they that ſeek me early ſhall find me. 
Ohl that I were but as ſure, that every child in 
this aſſembly would go and aſk a bleſſing from 
Cunrrsy, as I am that our dear Lord i is willing 
to beſtow-it! But to draw to a concluſion, | 
III. TI $HaLL addreſs myſelf to thoſe young 
perſons who are grown up to years of ma- 
tturity, under the advantages of a religious 
i _ education, and are not yet fixed | in families 
of their own. 
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61 HOPE, N of you have been ſenfible 


5 bo” the value of thoſe opportunities you have en- 

Joyed, and by divine grace have been enabled to. 

improve them well; yet J muſt add, that I fear, 

there are others among you, who have: unhappi- 

I y neglected and abuſed them. I muſt PDT: 
myſelf diſtinctly to each of you, — 

1. To thoſe young perfons, who have neg⸗ 


lected and abuſed the advantages of a, reli- 5 


3 gious education. 

= 4 <©onFESS, there are hardly any to ben . 
= ſpeak with ſo little pleaſure, becauſe I have ſe 
dum leſs reafon to hope I ſhall ſucceed. What 


| E-:: (halt 1 ſay to you? What can I ſay, that you 


= have not often heard, and often deſpiſed? One 
zz almoſt tempted, in ſuch a circurnſtance, to 
tüͤrn reaſonings and ex poſtulations into upbraid- 
ings; and even to adopt thoſe- too paſſionate 
„words of Moſes, © Hear now, ye rebels, you that 
Bave grown up in the knowledge, and yet the con- 
= "tempt of divine things; you that bave diſappointed 
the bopes, and ſlighted the admonitions of your 
5 pious parents, and ſo have broken their ſpirits, 
ana, it may be, their bearts too, and have brought 


1 


down their hoary bairs with ſorrow to the grave. 


One way or another you have perhaps filenced 


' "them. But is it a ſmall thing to you, that you 


have thus wearied men, and will you attempt to 


aveary your GOD alſo? Can you dare to hope, 


that you ſhall at laſt carry thoſe proud thought- 


Ex; * beads be over all the terrors of big | 
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ins *. You sgi it a very iber eireüm- 
ſtance, that you have got looſt from thoſe mor- 
tifying leſſons, and uneaſy reſtraints, you were 
once under. But really, when one ſeriouſſy 
conſiders whither theſe liberties lead you, and 

where they will probably end, a juſt reſentment. 

of your ingratitude is almoſt diſarmed, and in- 
nne is converted into pix 


Aras! Sinners, the way of all tranſgreſſors is” 


| lard; but your's is peculiarly fo. Too, to 
5 whom I am now addreſſing, are in the mornin 
of your days, and it is not to be ſuppoſed, that 
the impreſſions of a good education are yet en- 
tirely effaced. What future years may do, 1 

. know not; but hitherto I perſuade myſelf, you 
have frequently your reflections, and your con- 
victions; convictions which have force enough 
to torment you, though not to reform you; to 
plant thorns in the paths of ſin, though not to 
reduce you to thoſe of duty. But if you feel 
nothing of this remorſe and anxiety, ſuch a dead 
\calnvis then more dreadful than the fierceſt ſtorm 
and tumult of thought: A fad indication, that ; 
your courſe in wickedneſs has been exceedin 


ſwift; indeed ſo ſwift, that it is probable it may 
not be long. Oh that it might immediately be 


ſtopped by divine grace, rather than by che ven- - 
Same you have ſo much reaſon to frar? 


AT leaſt be engaged to pauſe in it for a for 
moments, and let reaſon and conſcience be per. 


| mitted to o ſpeak. Has is ic ic that you make yours - 
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Cj ſelves, I will not ſay entirely, but tolerably eaſy 1 
Is it by the diſbelief- of chriſtianity ?- Do yo 
ſeeretiy ſulpect, that the goſpel is but a cunning- 


: N y- deviſed fable? Vet even that ſupicion is not. f 


enough. Let me rather aſk, Are you ſo con- 
nzfidlent it is ſo, that you will venture to ſtake even 
the life of your ſouls upon its faiſhood ? If you 
were come to ſuch a confidence, yet it is amaz2- 
Ang to me, how, even on the principles of natu- 
_ rral religion alone, perſons in your circumſtances. 
-ean make themſelves eaſy. Can any of the li- 
bbertines of the preſent age, who believe a -Gop, 
imagine that he is altogether ſuch an one as 
Tthernſelves ? Can they ffatter themſelves ſo far 
as to hope, that they, in the ways of negligence, 
-profaneneſs and debauchery, are like ro meet 
vith a more favourable treatment from him, than 
_ «thoſe pious parents whoſe principles they deride? 
or that this looſe and irregular oourſe will end 
© thetter, than that life of prayer and ſelf-denial, 
of faith and love, of ſpirituality and heavenly- 
mindedneſs, which they diſeerned in them? Few 
are ſo abandoned, even of common ſenſe, às to 
think this! , Ire oy 
Bur theſe are more diſtant concerns. I bleſs 
ov, this kind of infidelity is not in faſhion. 
here. ' You aſſent to the goſpel as true, and 
therefore muſt know, that Gop, who obſerves. 
and records your conduct now, will bring you 
Alato judgment for it another day. And if you 
85 on thus, how will you ſtand in that judg- 
vl 2 a 5 ment * 


Ta . 
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1 5 Us 1056 I 
ment 7 What will you plead? 2 On what will you 


repoſe the confidence of your ſouls, that will 
not prove a broken reed, which will go up into 


your hand, ang pierce you deep, in proportion 


to the ſtreſs you lay upon it? While you behave 
like a generation of vipers, think not to ſay 
within yourſelves, Ve have Abrabam for our 


father. Think not to plead a relation to the 


religious parents, whoſe Gop and whoſe ways 
you have forſaken. Think not to plead an early 


dedication to him in the baptim̃al covenant, 


Which you have broken, e and in fact 
renounced. Think not to plead that external 


profeſſion, which you have fo ſhamefully con- 


tradicted, and even by wearing it, diſhonoured. 
Tou will ſee the weakneſs of ſuch pleas as theſe, 
and will not dare to trifle with that awful tribu- 
nal, ſo far as to mention them there. And when 
| you are yourſelves thus ſilent and confounded, 
who will appear as an advocate in your favour ? 


Your parents were often preſenting their ſuppli- 
cations and interceſſions for you before the throne 
of grace, but there will be no room to preſent 
them before the throne of juſtice: Nor will they 


have any inclination to do it. All the ſprings 
of natural fondneſs.will be dried up; they will. 
no longer regard you as their children, when 


they ſee you in the accurſed number of the ene 


mies of their Gob. 


Ax when you art thus Genet by your pa- 


rents, and difowned by Gop, whither wilt yo 2 


cauſe 
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cauſe your ſhame and your terror to go? Vol, 
who have had ſo many "ak vileges, and ſo many 
opportunities, perhaps I may add, ſo many fond 
preſumptuous hopes too, how will you bear to ſee 
multitudes coming from carnal and profane fa- 
milies, to ſhare with your parents in the inheri- 
tance of glory, from which you are excluded? 
Tou, who were the children of the kingdom; 
whoſe remorſe therefore mult be the more cut- 
ting ;. whoſe copdemnation therefore . muſt be 
the more weighty ! Obſerye in how ſtrong and 
 hvely a view, our ILoRD has repreſented this 
awful thought, in words, which, though imme- 
diately addreſſed to the unbelieving Jews, are. 
remarkabiy applicable to you: There ſhall bb 
weeping and gnalhing of teeth, when ye fbbll for” 
Abrabam, and Nac, and Jacob (your pious an. 
ceſtors) in the kingdom of GOD, and you. your- © 
 felves thruſt out : And many ſhall come from the 
North, and the South, and the Eaft, and the Weſt, 
and ſhall fit down with them in the kingdom of 
GOD; but the children of the kingdom ſhall lle 
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caſt out into utter darkneſs. 5 
Bur through the divine forbearance you are 
not yet ſhut out. There is ſtil} hope even for 
vou, if you will now return to the Gop of your 
fathers, from whom, by theſe aggravated tranſ- 
greſſions, you have ſo deeply revolted. Let me 
once more then tenderly intreat you, and ſolemn- 
ly charge you, by the conſolation of he living, 
and by the memory of the pious dead, by your 
EE 1 preſent 
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preſent canfort, 5 your future abel by the 
nearly approaching ſolemnities of death and 
judgment, by the mercies of Gop, and by the 
blood of a 1 that you conſider and 


ſne w yourſelves men; that you ſer worn Poco | 
as it were, artentively to read over the characters 
inſcribed on your memories and underſtandings 
in. the courſe of a religious education; that you 
hearken to the voice of conſcience 2 
thoſe admonitions, and to the voice of the ble 
ed Gob, as ſpeaking in his word to confirm 
them; and finally, that you apply to him in a 
moſt importunate manner, for thoſe victorious 
influences of his ſpirit, which are ahle to mollify 
and to transform theſe hearts of ſtone, and to 
raiſe eyen you from ſo low a depth of degenera- 
cy and danger, to the character and happineſs 
of the genuine children of Abraham. Go) 
forbid, that I ſhould fin againſt your ſouls, and 
my own, in ceaſing to pray” that it may be 1; 3 
And now, © 
2. -I snarr coiiclude all with an addreſs to 
thoſe young perſons who have been, thro” 
grace, engaged to a becoming improve- 
ment of the religious education they have, 
yed. © 
1 = the pleaſure of being well aſſured, that 
| thive are many ſuch among you: Many who are 
now the joy of miniſters and parents, and the 
hope of the church for ſucceeding years. let 
me intreat TO my _ nes and "es rs 
| at 
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cet) you RU ackrobledye the divine goodneſs, © 
in ſavouring you with ſuch. advantages; and, 
what is ſtill more valuable, in giving you a heart 


* om * 
8 ED. Pp 


to prize and improve ten nts, Tp 


'Trink how different your cireomitiores.” 


might have been. Providence might have caſt 


your lot in ſome diſtant age or country, where 
the true Gop had been unknown, where your. 


early ſteps had been guided to the groves. and 


temples of deteſtable idols, and you might 


poſſibly. have been taught: to, conſecrate Juſt 
or murther by the name of devotion. Or 
you might have been educated in popiſh dark- _ 
neſs, where the ſcripture would have been 
to you. as a ſealed book, and you would 
haye ſeen chriſtianity polluted with idolatrous_ 
rites, on ſome. accounts more inexcuſable than 
_ thoſe of the heathen, and adulterated with the + 
moſt abſurd and pernicious errors. There the 
miſtaken piety of your parents might have prov- 
ed a dangerous ſnare, whilſt it had infuſed a 0) 
blind, and perhaps a cruel zeal, and a proud, 
furious oppoſition to Wl the methods of brag The 


information. 


Nav, even here, in a proteſtant country, is it = 


not too evident, there are many families in 
which, had you been born and educated, you 


* had ſate as in Laake and the ſhadoy of death, 


though in the land of light and the valley * 
viſion? Your infant-tongue had been formed to 


the language of hell, ad. ans in = 
| at 
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cis; n tha in prayer. "You! bad a 
been taught to deride every appearance of ſeri- 


ous godlineſs; and all the irregular propenſities 


of nature had been ſtrengthened by examples of 
wickedneſs, which might have been ſufficient to 


corrupt innocence itſelf. When you conſider 


the wide difference between theſe circumſtances 


and your own, furely whatever your portion or - 


worldly poſſeſſions may be, you have reaſon to 


lift up your heads to heaven with wonder and 
gratitude, and to ſay, The lines are fallen to us in 


pleaſant places, Yea, We have a  goodly heritage. 


Nox is this all: There are many around you, 


who have ſhared in ſuch advantages as theſe, and 
have ſinfully abufed them, to the diſhonour of 


Go, to the grief of their parents, and to their 
oven danger, and perhaps their ruin. And why © 
are not you in that wretched number, or who. 
maketh thee to differ from them? Why are nor 
your hearts barred againſt the entrance of a R- 


deemer, but becauſe rhe Loxo has opened them? 


Why were not all the good inſtructions which 


have been given to you, like feed ſown upon a 


rock: but becauſe Gop gave the increaſe. Adore 


the riches of this diſtinguiſhing grace. 


Ax let me earneſtly exhort you, that you be 
careful ſtill farther to improve it. Give me leave 
to ſay, that theſe fair openings of early ſeriouſ- 
neſs, do naturally raiſe a very high expectation 8 


of eminent advances in religion. Let it be your 


humble and gingen care, that theke expectati- 


"0, e e ons 


a 

* 2 8 

% . hd” * k 
„„ — 


4 
i 
f 
Þ 
3 


2 9 , - 
* - 1 . 2 - 
n 4 * 5 al „ 8 5 
% "oe" 5 n * : 42 Dy 9 
; * | | * 2 3 = * vow | 4 
3 , 0 1 a of 9 p » Op. | 
WW N „* . 2 . 
: f - ; þ ou [ 4 
* - f ? p . 5 . 5 4 4 * 2 7 ; 
; 1. . ; F 


— 


4 The 
n 
7 1 


— 


ons de anſwered: That your goodneſs may nos, | 
be like the morning cloud, or the early dew, 
. . Which ſoan goeth away; but rather like the 


dawning light, which ſhines brighter and brighe- 
„„ ,, np 
Wurst Providence continues theſe holy pa- 
rents, to whom you have been ſo highly indebt- 


ed, let it be your conſtant care, by all the n 


cheerful returns of duty and gratitude, to expreſs 


your regards to them, and your ſenſe of ſo great 


an obligation. And I will add, let it be your 


care, to hand down to future ages thoſe impor- 


tant advantages you haye received from them. 


Ox generation paſſeth away, and another 


generation cometh. . It is highly probable, that 


in a few years, numbers of you will be condu&t- 


in houſes of your own, let it be your firſt con- 


- 


ed into new relations; and we pleaſe ourſelves 
with the hope, that you will carry religion and 
bappineſs into riſing families. Let not thoſe 


hopes be diſappointed. When Gop fixes you 


cern to erect there ſuch domeſtic altars, as thoſe 


at which you have worſhipped with ſuch holy 


pleaſure, and ſenſible tokens of divine accep- 
tance, Let the ſacred: treaſure of divine know- 


ledge which has been depoſited with you, be 
faithfully delivered down to your deſcendants ; 


that they, in their turn, may ariſe with the ſame 


pious zeal, to tranſmit it to another generation, 


that ſhall be born of them. 
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As may divine grace; that inexhauſtible _ . 
1 ring of the moſt valuable bleſſings, ſweetly ß 


inhabiting the palace of pur heavenly Father; 
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ow. on to add efficacy to all, that real vital re- 
ligion may be che gloty and joy of every ſuc- _ 
ceeding age; till this earth (which is but a place 
of education for the children of Gop, during 
their minority) ſhall paſs away to make room 
for a far nobler ſcene and ſtate of exiſtence; - 
where pious parents and their religious offspring 
mall for ever enjoy the moſt delightful ſaciery,,. 
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and ſurrounding the throne of our glorified *:: 
 Recquman Tet es 


